
בס"ד
Intro

Today we will בע"ה learn דף כב of מסכת ר"ה, which will conclude 
the first Perek of ארבעה ראשי שנים, and begin the second Perek 
 which continues to discuss various laws related to ,אם אינן מכירין
 including receiving the witnesses, the actual ,קידוש החודש
process of קידוש החודש, and how the information of קידוש החודש 
was disseminated to all of Klal Yisrael living outside of 
Yerushalayim.

Some of the topics we will learn about today include:

The validity of a father and son testifying together for עדות 
החודש

Which people are considered invalid for the testimony of עדות 
?החודש

What we do in a situation of someone who is physically 
incapable of testifying? 

How to determine a valid witness for עדות החודש?

How the כותים tried to trick the חכמים regarding קידוש החודש.

How Beis Din would inform the public about קידוש החודש in the 
time of the Mishna.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:

עדות החודש
In the times of the Bais HaMikdash, the new month would be 
determined by the Sanhedrin, which sat in the Lischas HaGazis 
in the Bais HaMikdash.
When witnesses observed a new moon, they would travel to 
Yerushalayim to testify before Beis Din. After determining the 
accuracy of their testimony, the Beis Din would pronounce the 
beginning of the new month. 
Once the new month was proclaimed Beis Din at first used the 
system of torches – and later sent messengers to the rest of Eretz 
Yisrael and beyond, to spread the word, specifically in those 
months which contained Yomim Tovim or fast days that are 
dependent upon the date of the month.

סוחרי שביעית
The Torah prohibits working the land every seventh year - 
referred to as שמיטה - as described in the Torah in Parshas 
BeHar.
'ובשנה השביעית שבת שבתון יהיה לארץ שבת לה
שדך לא תזרע וכרמך לא תזמור

Produce that grows during the שמיטה year is holy בקדושת שביעית. 
The produce of שמיטה is also considered הפקר – ownerless, and 
anyone may come into any field and pick the produce from the 
field to eat it.
The produce may not be sold – this is a לאו הבא מכלל עשה - as the 
Posuk says;
– והיתה שבת הארץ לכם לאכלה
From which we learn
– לאכלה ולא לסחורה
Shmita produce is meant for eating only, and not for doing 
business with it.
If one sells Shemitah produce, the money acquires the 
Kedushah of Shevi'is, and must be used to purchase produce, 
which also acquires קדושת שביעית. Regardless of the number of 
transfers, only the original פירות שביעית, and the final item, retain 
 The money or produce of the interim transfers are .קדושת שביעית
 .יוצא לחולין

עדות אשה
The Torah states על פי שנים עדים יקום דבר, which teaches us that 
generally two male witnesses are required to testify about 
anything adjudicated in Beis Din. 

The two exceptions are testimony about the fate of a man who 
we suspect is no longer alive, in order to permit his wife to 
remarry, in which case even one woman may testify. The 
second case is that of a סוטה who was warned against secluding 
herself with another man. In such a case, the testimony of even 
one woman that the אשה סוטה sinned subsequent to the 
warnings given to her, is sufficient to forbid her from continu-
ing to live with her husband.

כותים
Kusim were Babylonians from the town of Kusa, who were 
brought to Eretz Yisrael by the King of Ashur. They converted 
to Judaism out of fear of attacks by lions, hence the name גרי 
 There was a Machlokes between the Chachamim as to .אריות
whether their conversion was proper or not. At one point, they 
were found to be worshiping idols on Har Grizim, and from that 
point were given the status of נכרים.

So let’s review…..

Zugt the Mishna:
אב ובנו שראו את החדש ילכו
A father and son, who together observed the new moon, should 
travel together to the Beis Din in Yerushalayim to testify.
לא שמצטרפין זה עם זה
אלא שאם יפסל אחד מהן
יצטרף השני עם אחר
Not that they would be accepted together as witnesses, since 
relatives are not valid witnesses, however, perhaps one of the 
two will be rendered invalid, and the second one could join with 
another person who came to testify, as the second witness.
ר"ש אומר אב ובנו וכל הקרובין כשרין לעדות החדש
Rebbe Shimon disagrees, and holds that specifically for עדות 
 relatives are permitted to testify together. The Gemara החודש
explains that he derives this from the Posuk in Parshas Bo 
regarding קידוש החודש which states:
ויאמר ה' אל משה ואל אהרן בארץ מצרים לאמר החדש הזה לכם
Meaning to say,
עדות זו תהא כשרה בכם 
This עדות would be kosher with the testimony of Moshe 
Rabeinu and Aharon HaKohen, even though they are brothers.
 The Chachamim, on the other hand, interpret the Pasuk as - ורבנן
saying
עדות זו תהא מסורה לכם
The process of עדות החודש should be handled by the גדולי הדור of 
each generation, similar to Moshe Rabenu and Aharon HaKo-
hen in their generation.
==========

We proceed with the next Mishna:
אלו הן הפסולין
The following are examples of invalid witnesses:
המשחק בקוביא
One who engages in games of gambling -
ומלוי ברבית
Those who lend out money with interest -
ומפריחי יונים
Those who operate other types of sporting events for the 
purpose of gambling
וסוחרי שביעית
Those who do business with Shmita produce.
All of these are פסול מדרבנן; as Rashi explains;
ולפי שנחשדו כל אלו לעבור על דת מחמת ממון
חשדום להיות מעידים שקר ע"י ממון ושוחד
They all exhibit חמדת הממון, as they are involved in activities 
which indicate their willingness to engage in questionable 
practices for the sake of money. Therefore, the Chachamim 
were concerned that these types of people would easily accept 
bribes to testify before Beis Din, even if they did not actually 
see the new moon, as we will soon see on the next Amud.
The Mishna adds
;slaves; as Rashi explains – עבדים
פסולי דאורייתא הוא ק"ו מאשה
They are Pasul מדאורייתא to testify in any case.

The Mishna summarizes:
זה הכלל כל עדות שאין האשה כשירה לה
אף הן אינן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is not acceptable – such as 
capital offenses or money matters – so too, are the above-
mentioned people disqualified. However, the Gemara adds;
הא אשה כשירה לה
אף הן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is acceptable - such as to 
testify about a man whose fate is unknown, in order to permit 
his wife to marry, and testimony about an אשה סוטה who sinned 
after being warned, in order to forbid her to her husband - so too, 
the above-mentioned people would be qualified to testify in 
such cases as well. As the Gemara concludes;
זאת אומרת גזלן דדבריהם כשירין לעדות אשה
==========

We continue with the final Mishna of this Perek:
מי שראה את החדש ואינו יכול להלך
מוליכים אותו על החמור אפילו במטה
One who saw the moon, but is too weak or infirm to travel - we 
use all means at our disposal in order to transport him to the 
Beis Din in order to testify.

ואם צודה להם לוקחין בידן מקלות
If the roads are dangerous with thieves one should take sticks 
and other weapons.

ואם היתה דרך רחוקה לוקחין בידם מזונות
And if it is a long journey, provisions should be taken along

שעל מהלך לילה ויום מחללין את השבת ויוצאין לעדות החדש
For up to a night and day of travel, one should go up to Yerusha-
lyim even on Shabbos to testify about the new moon. As the 
Pasuk teaches;
אלה מועדי ה' אשר תקראו אותם במועדם
From which we learn;
– במועדם ואפילו בשבת
All efforts should be made to proclaim the new חודש at the 
proper time, and it supersedes even Shabbos.

However, if the trip is longer than that, the testimony will no 
longer be needed, because on the 31st day, with no witnesses 
coming forth, the Beis Din would anyway proclaim the new 
month, resulting in the previous month being a חודש מלא.

הדרן עלך ארבעה ראשי שנים
With this we ב“ה conclude the first Perek ארבעה ראשי שנים, and 
now בע“ה begin the second Perek of Mesechte Rosh HaShana, 
.אם אינן מכירין

The second Perek, begins by continuing the topic of עדות החודש, 
which we had begun discussing at the end of the last Perek.

Zugt the Mishna:

אם אינן מכירין אותו משלחין עמו אחר להעידו
If the witnesses are not known to Beis Din in Yerushalyim, the 
local Beis Din should send along others to vouch for these 
witnesses before the Beis Din in Yerushalayim. The Gemara 
explains that the local Beis Din must send at least another pair 
of witnesses to vouch for these witnesses, as one witness is not 
accepted to give testimony in Beis Din.

The Mishna continues and explains that
בראשונה היו מקבלין עדות החדש מכל אדם
Originally, Beis Din would accept testimony from anyone. 
However,
משקלקלו הבייתוסים
When the צדוקים ובייתוסים, who mocked the words of the חכמים, 
began trying to trick the Beis Din, to have them set the dates of 
the Yomim Tovim according to their own calculations
התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין
Beis Din instituted that they would only receive testimony 
about the new moon from people they knew and trusted.

The gemara had explained that a local Beis Din must send at 
least a pair of character witnesses for those testifying about the 
new moon, as one witness is not accepted as valid testimony.

The gemara clarifies that this is only regarding testimony. 
However
בא אחד בסוף העולם ואמר קדשו ב"ד את החדש נאמן
If even one person would come forth to tell people that the ב“ד 
was already מקדש the month on a certain date, he should be 
believed, because,
כל מילתא דעבידא לאגלויי לא משקרי בה אינשי
People do not lie regarding a matter which would eventually 
come to light, as in our case of ראש חודש.

The gemara relates how the בייתוסין tried to trick the חכמים:
פעם אחת בקשו בייתוסין להטעות את חכמים
שכרו שני בני אדם בד' מאות זוז
אחד משלנו ואחד משלהם
They hired two witnesses with bribes of 200 zuz each to go and 
give false testimony about seeing the new moon. However one 
of them was a loyal Jew, who purposely took on the job in order 
to inform the חכמים of the doings of the בייתוסין.
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He came to Beis Din to inform them, and showed them the 200 
zuzim that he received. The Chachamim told him;
מאתים זוז נתונין לך במתנה
והשוכרך ימתח על העמוד
You can keep the money that you were given, and we will deal 
with those who hired you.
באותה שעה התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין 
After that incident the חכמים no longer accepted testimony 
about the new moon from anyone who Beis Din did not 
recognize as a faithful Jew, who followed the words of the 
.חכמים
==========

Zugt the Mishna
בראשונה היו משיאין משואות
Originally, Beis Din would use a process of torches which 
would be lit up at night, in order to inform those distant from 
.about the new month בני הגולה and to the ,ירושלים

משקלקלו הכותים התקינו שיהו שלוחין יוצאין
However, since the כותים would set up their own torches in order 
to mislead the Yidden, the חכמים instituted to rather have 
messengers sent out to the far away cities and to the diaspora to 
inform them about the new month.
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When the Torch system was in place, the Mishna explains that 
one would wave a torch on one mountain
 עד שהוא רואה את חבירו שהוא עושה כן בראש ההר השני וכן בראש ההר
השלישי
Until he saw a torch similarly lit up on the next mountain, and 
so on
עד שהיה רואה כל הגולה לפניו כמדורת האש
Until the entire country and beyond into the diaspora, was lit up 
in an amazing display of torches, from one mountain to the next.
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How to determine a
valid witness for עדות החודש?
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בס"ד
Intro

Today we will בע"ה learn דף כב of מסכת ר"ה, which will conclude 
the first Perek of ארבעה ראשי שנים, and begin the second Perek 
 which continues to discuss various laws related to ,אם אינן מכירין
 including receiving the witnesses, the actual ,קידוש החודש
process of קידוש החודש, and how the information of קידוש החודש 
was disseminated to all of Klal Yisrael living outside of 
Yerushalayim.

Some of the topics we will learn about today include:

The validity of a father and son testifying together for עדות 
החודש

Which people are considered invalid for the testimony of עדות 
?החודש

What we do in a situation of someone who is physically 
incapable of testifying? 

How to determine a valid witness for עדות החודש?

How the כותים tried to trick the חכמים regarding קידוש החודש.

How Beis Din would inform the public about קידוש החודש in the 
time of the Mishna.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:

עדות החודש
In the times of the Bais HaMikdash, the new month would be 
determined by the Sanhedrin, which sat in the Lischas HaGazis 
in the Bais HaMikdash.
When witnesses observed a new moon, they would travel to 
Yerushalayim to testify before Beis Din. After determining the 
accuracy of their testimony, the Beis Din would pronounce the 
beginning of the new month. 
Once the new month was proclaimed Beis Din at first used the 
system of torches – and later sent messengers to the rest of Eretz 
Yisrael and beyond, to spread the word, specifically in those 
months which contained Yomim Tovim or fast days that are 
dependent upon the date of the month.

סוחרי שביעית
The Torah prohibits working the land every seventh year - 
referred to as שמיטה - as described in the Torah in Parshas 
BeHar.
'ובשנה השביעית שבת שבתון יהיה לארץ שבת לה
שדך לא תזרע וכרמך לא תזמור

Produce that grows during the שמיטה year is holy בקדושת שביעית. 
The produce of שמיטה is also considered הפקר – ownerless, and 
anyone may come into any field and pick the produce from the 
field to eat it.
The produce may not be sold – this is a לאו הבא מכלל עשה - as the 
Posuk says;
– והיתה שבת הארץ לכם לאכלה
From which we learn
– לאכלה ולא לסחורה
Shmita produce is meant for eating only, and not for doing 
business with it.
If one sells Shemitah produce, the money acquires the 
Kedushah of Shevi'is, and must be used to purchase produce, 
which also acquires קדושת שביעית. Regardless of the number of 
transfers, only the original פירות שביעית, and the final item, retain 
 The money or produce of the interim transfers are .קדושת שביעית
 .יוצא לחולין

עדות אשה
The Torah states על פי שנים עדים יקום דבר, which teaches us that 
generally two male witnesses are required to testify about 
anything adjudicated in Beis Din. 

The two exceptions are testimony about the fate of a man who 
we suspect is no longer alive, in order to permit his wife to 
remarry, in which case even one woman may testify. The 
second case is that of a סוטה who was warned against secluding 
herself with another man. In such a case, the testimony of even 
one woman that the אשה סוטה sinned subsequent to the 
warnings given to her, is sufficient to forbid her from continu-
ing to live with her husband.

כותים
Kusim were Babylonians from the town of Kusa, who were 
brought to Eretz Yisrael by the King of Ashur. They converted 
to Judaism out of fear of attacks by lions, hence the name גרי 
 There was a Machlokes between the Chachamim as to .אריות
whether their conversion was proper or not. At one point, they 
were found to be worshiping idols on Har Grizim, and from that 
point were given the status of נכרים.

So let’s review…..

Zugt the Mishna:
אב ובנו שראו את החדש ילכו
A father and son, who together observed the new moon, should 
travel together to the Beis Din in Yerushalayim to testify.
לא שמצטרפין זה עם זה
אלא שאם יפסל אחד מהן
יצטרף השני עם אחר
Not that they would be accepted together as witnesses, since 
relatives are not valid witnesses, however, perhaps one of the 
two will be rendered invalid, and the second one could join with 
another person who came to testify, as the second witness.
ר"ש אומר אב ובנו וכל הקרובין כשרין לעדות החדש
Rebbe Shimon disagrees, and holds that specifically for עדות 
 relatives are permitted to testify together. The Gemara החודש
explains that he derives this from the Posuk in Parshas Bo 
regarding קידוש החודש which states:
ויאמר ה' אל משה ואל אהרן בארץ מצרים לאמר החדש הזה לכם
Meaning to say,
עדות זו תהא כשרה בכם 
This עדות would be kosher with the testimony of Moshe 
Rabeinu and Aharon HaKohen, even though they are brothers.
 The Chachamim, on the other hand, interpret the Pasuk as - ורבנן
saying
עדות זו תהא מסורה לכם
The process of עדות החודש should be handled by the גדולי הדור of 
each generation, similar to Moshe Rabenu and Aharon HaKo-
hen in their generation.
==========

We proceed with the next Mishna:
אלו הן הפסולין
The following are examples of invalid witnesses:
המשחק בקוביא
One who engages in games of gambling -
ומלוי ברבית
Those who lend out money with interest -
ומפריחי יונים
Those who operate other types of sporting events for the 
purpose of gambling
וסוחרי שביעית
Those who do business with Shmita produce.
All of these are פסול מדרבנן; as Rashi explains;
ולפי שנחשדו כל אלו לעבור על דת מחמת ממון
חשדום להיות מעידים שקר ע"י ממון ושוחד
They all exhibit חמדת הממון, as they are involved in activities 
which indicate their willingness to engage in questionable 
practices for the sake of money. Therefore, the Chachamim 
were concerned that these types of people would easily accept 
bribes to testify before Beis Din, even if they did not actually 
see the new moon, as we will soon see on the next Amud.
The Mishna adds
;slaves; as Rashi explains – עבדים
פסולי דאורייתא הוא ק"ו מאשה
They are Pasul מדאורייתא to testify in any case.

The Mishna summarizes:
זה הכלל כל עדות שאין האשה כשירה לה
אף הן אינן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is not acceptable – such as 
capital offenses or money matters – so too, are the above-
mentioned people disqualified. However, the Gemara adds;
הא אשה כשירה לה
אף הן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is acceptable - such as to 
testify about a man whose fate is unknown, in order to permit 
his wife to marry, and testimony about an אשה סוטה who sinned 
after being warned, in order to forbid her to her husband - so too, 
the above-mentioned people would be qualified to testify in 
such cases as well. As the Gemara concludes;
זאת אומרת גזלן דדבריהם כשירין לעדות אשה
==========

We continue with the final Mishna of this Perek:
מי שראה את החדש ואינו יכול להלך
מוליכים אותו על החמור אפילו במטה
One who saw the moon, but is too weak or infirm to travel - we 
use all means at our disposal in order to transport him to the 
Beis Din in order to testify.

ואם צודה להם לוקחין בידן מקלות
If the roads are dangerous with thieves one should take sticks 
and other weapons.

ואם היתה דרך רחוקה לוקחין בידם מזונות
And if it is a long journey, provisions should be taken along

שעל מהלך לילה ויום מחללין את השבת ויוצאין לעדות החדש
For up to a night and day of travel, one should go up to Yerusha-
lyim even on Shabbos to testify about the new moon. As the 
Pasuk teaches;
אלה מועדי ה' אשר תקראו אותם במועדם
From which we learn;
– במועדם ואפילו בשבת
All efforts should be made to proclaim the new חודש at the 
proper time, and it supersedes even Shabbos.

However, if the trip is longer than that, the testimony will no 
longer be needed, because on the 31st day, with no witnesses 
coming forth, the Beis Din would anyway proclaim the new 
month, resulting in the previous month being a חודש מלא.

הדרן עלך ארבעה ראשי שנים
With this we ב“ה conclude the first Perek ארבעה ראשי שנים, and 
now בע“ה begin the second Perek of Mesechte Rosh HaShana, 
.אם אינן מכירין

The second Perek, begins by continuing the topic of עדות החודש, 
which we had begun discussing at the end of the last Perek.

Zugt the Mishna:

אם אינן מכירין אותו משלחין עמו אחר להעידו
If the witnesses are not known to Beis Din in Yerushalyim, the 
local Beis Din should send along others to vouch for these 
witnesses before the Beis Din in Yerushalayim. The Gemara 
explains that the local Beis Din must send at least another pair 
of witnesses to vouch for these witnesses, as one witness is not 
accepted to give testimony in Beis Din.

The Mishna continues and explains that
בראשונה היו מקבלין עדות החדש מכל אדם
Originally, Beis Din would accept testimony from anyone. 
However,
משקלקלו הבייתוסים
When the צדוקים ובייתוסים, who mocked the words of the חכמים, 
began trying to trick the Beis Din, to have them set the dates of 
the Yomim Tovim according to their own calculations
התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין
Beis Din instituted that they would only receive testimony 
about the new moon from people they knew and trusted.

The gemara had explained that a local Beis Din must send at 
least a pair of character witnesses for those testifying about the 
new moon, as one witness is not accepted as valid testimony.

The gemara clarifies that this is only regarding testimony. 
However
בא אחד בסוף העולם ואמר קדשו ב"ד את החדש נאמן
If even one person would come forth to tell people that the ב“ד 
was already מקדש the month on a certain date, he should be 
believed, because,
כל מילתא דעבידא לאגלויי לא משקרי בה אינשי
People do not lie regarding a matter which would eventually 
come to light, as in our case of ראש חודש.

The gemara relates how the בייתוסין tried to trick the חכמים:
פעם אחת בקשו בייתוסין להטעות את חכמים
שכרו שני בני אדם בד' מאות זוז
אחד משלנו ואחד משלהם
They hired two witnesses with bribes of 200 zuz each to go and 
give false testimony about seeing the new moon. However one 
of them was a loyal Jew, who purposely took on the job in order 
to inform the חכמים of the doings of the בייתוסין.
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He came to Beis Din to inform them, and showed them the 200 
zuzim that he received. The Chachamim told him;
מאתים זוז נתונין לך במתנה
והשוכרך ימתח על העמוד
You can keep the money that you were given, and we will deal 
with those who hired you.
באותה שעה התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין 
After that incident the חכמים no longer accepted testimony 
about the new moon from anyone who Beis Din did not 
recognize as a faithful Jew, who followed the words of the 
.חכמים
==========

Zugt the Mishna
בראשונה היו משיאין משואות
Originally, Beis Din would use a process of torches which 
would be lit up at night, in order to inform those distant from 
.about the new month בני הגולה and to the ,ירושלים

משקלקלו הכותים התקינו שיהו שלוחין יוצאין
However, since the כותים would set up their own torches in order 
to mislead the Yidden, the חכמים instituted to rather have 
messengers sent out to the far away cities and to the diaspora to 
inform them about the new month.
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When the Torch system was in place, the Mishna explains that 
one would wave a torch on one mountain
 עד שהוא רואה את חבירו שהוא עושה כן בראש ההר השני וכן בראש ההר
השלישי
Until he saw a torch similarly lit up on the next mountain, and 
so on
עד שהיה רואה כל הגולה לפניו כמדורת האש
Until the entire country and beyond into the diaspora, was lit up 
in an amazing display of torches, from one mountain to the next.
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during the שמיטה year is…

Holy בקדושת שביעית

Considered הפקר

May not be sold
This is a

לאו הבא מכלל עשה
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�וחרי שביעית
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שד� לא תזרע
וכרמ� לא תזמור

עדות החודש
at first used בית די�

the system of torches
to spread the word



בס"ד
Intro

Today we will בע"ה learn דף כב of מסכת ר"ה, which will conclude 
the first Perek of ארבעה ראשי שנים, and begin the second Perek 
 which continues to discuss various laws related to ,אם אינן מכירין
 including receiving the witnesses, the actual ,קידוש החודש
process of קידוש החודש, and how the information of קידוש החודש 
was disseminated to all of Klal Yisrael living outside of 
Yerushalayim.

Some of the topics we will learn about today include:

The validity of a father and son testifying together for עדות 
החודש

Which people are considered invalid for the testimony of עדות 
?החודש

What we do in a situation of someone who is physically 
incapable of testifying? 

How to determine a valid witness for עדות החודש?

How the כותים tried to trick the חכמים regarding קידוש החודש.

How Beis Din would inform the public about קידוש החודש in the 
time of the Mishna.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:

עדות החודש
In the times of the Bais HaMikdash, the new month would be 
determined by the Sanhedrin, which sat in the Lischas HaGazis 
in the Bais HaMikdash.
When witnesses observed a new moon, they would travel to 
Yerushalayim to testify before Beis Din. After determining the 
accuracy of their testimony, the Beis Din would pronounce the 
beginning of the new month. 
Once the new month was proclaimed Beis Din at first used the 
system of torches – and later sent messengers to the rest of Eretz 
Yisrael and beyond, to spread the word, specifically in those 
months which contained Yomim Tovim or fast days that are 
dependent upon the date of the month.

סוחרי שביעית
The Torah prohibits working the land every seventh year - 
referred to as שמיטה - as described in the Torah in Parshas 
BeHar.
'ובשנה השביעית שבת שבתון יהיה לארץ שבת לה
שדך לא תזרע וכרמך לא תזמור

Produce that grows during the שמיטה year is holy בקדושת שביעית. 
The produce of שמיטה is also considered הפקר – ownerless, and 
anyone may come into any field and pick the produce from the 
field to eat it.
The produce may not be sold – this is a לאו הבא מכלל עשה - as the 
Posuk says;
– והיתה שבת הארץ לכם לאכלה
From which we learn
– לאכלה ולא לסחורה
Shmita produce is meant for eating only, and not for doing 
business with it.
If one sells Shemitah produce, the money acquires the 
Kedushah of Shevi'is, and must be used to purchase produce, 
which also acquires קדושת שביעית. Regardless of the number of 
transfers, only the original פירות שביעית, and the final item, retain 
 The money or produce of the interim transfers are .קדושת שביעית
 .יוצא לחולין

עדות אשה
The Torah states על פי שנים עדים יקום דבר, which teaches us that 
generally two male witnesses are required to testify about 
anything adjudicated in Beis Din. 

The two exceptions are testimony about the fate of a man who 
we suspect is no longer alive, in order to permit his wife to 
remarry, in which case even one woman may testify. The 
second case is that of a סוטה who was warned against secluding 
herself with another man. In such a case, the testimony of even 
one woman that the אשה סוטה sinned subsequent to the 
warnings given to her, is sufficient to forbid her from continu-
ing to live with her husband.

כותים
Kusim were Babylonians from the town of Kusa, who were 
brought to Eretz Yisrael by the King of Ashur. They converted 
to Judaism out of fear of attacks by lions, hence the name גרי 
 There was a Machlokes between the Chachamim as to .אריות
whether their conversion was proper or not. At one point, they 
were found to be worshiping idols on Har Grizim, and from that 
point were given the status of נכרים.

So let’s review…..

Zugt the Mishna:
אב ובנו שראו את החדש ילכו
A father and son, who together observed the new moon, should 
travel together to the Beis Din in Yerushalayim to testify.
לא שמצטרפין זה עם זה
אלא שאם יפסל אחד מהן
יצטרף השני עם אחר
Not that they would be accepted together as witnesses, since 
relatives are not valid witnesses, however, perhaps one of the 
two will be rendered invalid, and the second one could join with 
another person who came to testify, as the second witness.
ר"ש אומר אב ובנו וכל הקרובין כשרין לעדות החדש
Rebbe Shimon disagrees, and holds that specifically for עדות 
 relatives are permitted to testify together. The Gemara החודש
explains that he derives this from the Posuk in Parshas Bo 
regarding קידוש החודש which states:
ויאמר ה' אל משה ואל אהרן בארץ מצרים לאמר החדש הזה לכם
Meaning to say,
עדות זו תהא כשרה בכם 
This עדות would be kosher with the testimony of Moshe 
Rabeinu and Aharon HaKohen, even though they are brothers.
 The Chachamim, on the other hand, interpret the Pasuk as - ורבנן
saying
עדות זו תהא מסורה לכם
The process of עדות החודש should be handled by the גדולי הדור of 
each generation, similar to Moshe Rabenu and Aharon HaKo-
hen in their generation.
==========

We proceed with the next Mishna:
אלו הן הפסולין
The following are examples of invalid witnesses:
המשחק בקוביא
One who engages in games of gambling -
ומלוי ברבית
Those who lend out money with interest -
ומפריחי יונים
Those who operate other types of sporting events for the 
purpose of gambling
וסוחרי שביעית
Those who do business with Shmita produce.
All of these are פסול מדרבנן; as Rashi explains;
ולפי שנחשדו כל אלו לעבור על דת מחמת ממון
חשדום להיות מעידים שקר ע"י ממון ושוחד
They all exhibit חמדת הממון, as they are involved in activities 
which indicate their willingness to engage in questionable 
practices for the sake of money. Therefore, the Chachamim 
were concerned that these types of people would easily accept 
bribes to testify before Beis Din, even if they did not actually 
see the new moon, as we will soon see on the next Amud.
The Mishna adds
;slaves; as Rashi explains – עבדים
פסולי דאורייתא הוא ק"ו מאשה
They are Pasul מדאורייתא to testify in any case.

The Mishna summarizes:
זה הכלל כל עדות שאין האשה כשירה לה
אף הן אינן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is not acceptable – such as 
capital offenses or money matters – so too, are the above-
mentioned people disqualified. However, the Gemara adds;
הא אשה כשירה לה
אף הן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is acceptable - such as to 
testify about a man whose fate is unknown, in order to permit 
his wife to marry, and testimony about an אשה סוטה who sinned 
after being warned, in order to forbid her to her husband - so too, 
the above-mentioned people would be qualified to testify in 
such cases as well. As the Gemara concludes;
זאת אומרת גזלן דדבריהם כשירין לעדות אשה
==========

We continue with the final Mishna of this Perek:
מי שראה את החדש ואינו יכול להלך
מוליכים אותו על החמור אפילו במטה
One who saw the moon, but is too weak or infirm to travel - we 
use all means at our disposal in order to transport him to the 
Beis Din in order to testify.

ואם צודה להם לוקחין בידן מקלות
If the roads are dangerous with thieves one should take sticks 
and other weapons.

ואם היתה דרך רחוקה לוקחין בידם מזונות
And if it is a long journey, provisions should be taken along

שעל מהלך לילה ויום מחללין את השבת ויוצאין לעדות החדש
For up to a night and day of travel, one should go up to Yerusha-
lyim even on Shabbos to testify about the new moon. As the 
Pasuk teaches;
אלה מועדי ה' אשר תקראו אותם במועדם
From which we learn;
– במועדם ואפילו בשבת
All efforts should be made to proclaim the new חודש at the 
proper time, and it supersedes even Shabbos.

ראש השנה דף כב

DafHachaim.orgDedicated By:
Review

Rosh Hashana 22 - 3

However, if the trip is longer than that, the testimony will no 
longer be needed, because on the 31st day, with no witnesses 
coming forth, the Beis Din would anyway proclaim the new 
month, resulting in the previous month being a חודש מלא.

הדרן עלך ארבעה ראשי שנים
With this we ב“ה conclude the first Perek ארבעה ראשי שנים, and 
now בע“ה begin the second Perek of Mesechte Rosh HaShana, 
.אם אינן מכירין

The second Perek, begins by continuing the topic of עדות החודש, 
which we had begun discussing at the end of the last Perek.

Zugt the Mishna:

אם אינן מכירין אותו משלחין עמו אחר להעידו
If the witnesses are not known to Beis Din in Yerushalyim, the 
local Beis Din should send along others to vouch for these 
witnesses before the Beis Din in Yerushalayim. The Gemara 
explains that the local Beis Din must send at least another pair 
of witnesses to vouch for these witnesses, as one witness is not 
accepted to give testimony in Beis Din.

The Mishna continues and explains that
בראשונה היו מקבלין עדות החדש מכל אדם
Originally, Beis Din would accept testimony from anyone. 
However,
משקלקלו הבייתוסים
When the צדוקים ובייתוסים, who mocked the words of the חכמים, 
began trying to trick the Beis Din, to have them set the dates of 
the Yomim Tovim according to their own calculations
התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין
Beis Din instituted that they would only receive testimony 
about the new moon from people they knew and trusted.

The gemara had explained that a local Beis Din must send at 
least a pair of character witnesses for those testifying about the 
new moon, as one witness is not accepted as valid testimony.

The gemara clarifies that this is only regarding testimony. 
However
בא אחד בסוף העולם ואמר קדשו ב"ד את החדש נאמן
If even one person would come forth to tell people that the ב“ד 
was already מקדש the month on a certain date, he should be 
believed, because,
כל מילתא דעבידא לאגלויי לא משקרי בה אינשי
People do not lie regarding a matter which would eventually 
come to light, as in our case of ראש חודש.

The gemara relates how the בייתוסין tried to trick the חכמים:
פעם אחת בקשו בייתוסין להטעות את חכמים
שכרו שני בני אדם בד' מאות זוז
אחד משלנו ואחד משלהם
They hired two witnesses with bribes of 200 zuz each to go and 
give false testimony about seeing the new moon. However one 
of them was a loyal Jew, who purposely took on the job in order 
to inform the חכמים of the doings of the בייתוסין.
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He came to Beis Din to inform them, and showed them the 200 
zuzim that he received. The Chachamim told him;
מאתים זוז נתונין לך במתנה
והשוכרך ימתח על העמוד
You can keep the money that you were given, and we will deal 
with those who hired you.
באותה שעה התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין 
After that incident the חכמים no longer accepted testimony 
about the new moon from anyone who Beis Din did not 
recognize as a faithful Jew, who followed the words of the 
.חכמים
==========

Zugt the Mishna
בראשונה היו משיאין משואות
Originally, Beis Din would use a process of torches which 
would be lit up at night, in order to inform those distant from 
.about the new month בני הגולה and to the ,ירושלים

משקלקלו הכותים התקינו שיהו שלוחין יוצאין
However, since the כותים would set up their own torches in order 
to mislead the Yidden, the חכמים instituted to rather have 
messengers sent out to the far away cities and to the diaspora to 
inform them about the new month.

When the Torch system was in place, the Mishna explains that 
one would wave a torch on one mountain
 עד שהוא רואה את חבירו שהוא עושה כן בראש ההר השני וכן בראש ההר
השלישי
Until he saw a torch similarly lit up on the next mountain, and 
so on
עד שהיה רואה כל הגולה לפניו כמדורת האש
Until the entire country and beyond into the diaspora, was lit up 
in an amazing display of torches, from one mountain to the next.

The 2 exceptions…
TESTIMONY ABOUT

The fate of a man
who we suspect is

no longer alive,
to PERMIT his wife

to remarry

An אשה סוטה who
was warned against

secluding herself with
another man,

to FORBID her
to her husband

גרי אריותכותי�

עדות אשה
על פי שני� עדי� יקו� דבר

Which teaches us…
Generally two male witnesses

are required to testify



בס"ד
Intro

Today we will בע"ה learn דף כב of מסכת ר"ה, which will conclude 
the first Perek of ארבעה ראשי שנים, and begin the second Perek 
 which continues to discuss various laws related to ,אם אינן מכירין
 including receiving the witnesses, the actual ,קידוש החודש
process of קידוש החודש, and how the information of קידוש החודש 
was disseminated to all of Klal Yisrael living outside of 
Yerushalayim.

Some of the topics we will learn about today include:

The validity of a father and son testifying together for עדות 
החודש

Which people are considered invalid for the testimony of עדות 
?החודש

What we do in a situation of someone who is physically 
incapable of testifying? 

How to determine a valid witness for עדות החודש?

How the כותים tried to trick the חכמים regarding קידוש החודש.

How Beis Din would inform the public about קידוש החודש in the 
time of the Mishna.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:

עדות החודש
In the times of the Bais HaMikdash, the new month would be 
determined by the Sanhedrin, which sat in the Lischas HaGazis 
in the Bais HaMikdash.
When witnesses observed a new moon, they would travel to 
Yerushalayim to testify before Beis Din. After determining the 
accuracy of their testimony, the Beis Din would pronounce the 
beginning of the new month. 
Once the new month was proclaimed Beis Din at first used the 
system of torches – and later sent messengers to the rest of Eretz 
Yisrael and beyond, to spread the word, specifically in those 
months which contained Yomim Tovim or fast days that are 
dependent upon the date of the month.

סוחרי שביעית
The Torah prohibits working the land every seventh year - 
referred to as שמיטה - as described in the Torah in Parshas 
BeHar.
'ובשנה השביעית שבת שבתון יהיה לארץ שבת לה
שדך לא תזרע וכרמך לא תזמור

Produce that grows during the שמיטה year is holy בקדושת שביעית. 
The produce of שמיטה is also considered הפקר – ownerless, and 
anyone may come into any field and pick the produce from the 
field to eat it.
The produce may not be sold – this is a לאו הבא מכלל עשה - as the 
Posuk says;
– והיתה שבת הארץ לכם לאכלה
From which we learn
– לאכלה ולא לסחורה
Shmita produce is meant for eating only, and not for doing 
business with it.
If one sells Shemitah produce, the money acquires the 
Kedushah of Shevi'is, and must be used to purchase produce, 
which also acquires קדושת שביעית. Regardless of the number of 
transfers, only the original פירות שביעית, and the final item, retain 
 The money or produce of the interim transfers are .קדושת שביעית
 .יוצא לחולין

עדות אשה
The Torah states על פי שנים עדים יקום דבר, which teaches us that 
generally two male witnesses are required to testify about 
anything adjudicated in Beis Din. 

The two exceptions are testimony about the fate of a man who 
we suspect is no longer alive, in order to permit his wife to 
remarry, in which case even one woman may testify. The 
second case is that of a סוטה who was warned against secluding 
herself with another man. In such a case, the testimony of even 
one woman that the אשה סוטה sinned subsequent to the 
warnings given to her, is sufficient to forbid her from continu-
ing to live with her husband.

כותים
Kusim were Babylonians from the town of Kusa, who were 
brought to Eretz Yisrael by the King of Ashur. They converted 
to Judaism out of fear of attacks by lions, hence the name גרי 
 There was a Machlokes between the Chachamim as to .אריות
whether their conversion was proper or not. At one point, they 
were found to be worshiping idols on Har Grizim, and from that 
point were given the status of נכרים.

So let’s review…..

Zugt the Mishna:
אב ובנו שראו את החדש ילכו
A father and son, who together observed the new moon, should 
travel together to the Beis Din in Yerushalayim to testify.
לא שמצטרפין זה עם זה
אלא שאם יפסל אחד מהן
יצטרף השני עם אחר
Not that they would be accepted together as witnesses, since 
relatives are not valid witnesses, however, perhaps one of the 
two will be rendered invalid, and the second one could join with 
another person who came to testify, as the second witness.
ר"ש אומר אב ובנו וכל הקרובין כשרין לעדות החדש
Rebbe Shimon disagrees, and holds that specifically for עדות 
 relatives are permitted to testify together. The Gemara החודש
explains that he derives this from the Posuk in Parshas Bo 
regarding קידוש החודש which states:
ויאמר ה' אל משה ואל אהרן בארץ מצרים לאמר החדש הזה לכם
Meaning to say,
עדות זו תהא כשרה בכם 
This עדות would be kosher with the testimony of Moshe 
Rabeinu and Aharon HaKohen, even though they are brothers.
 The Chachamim, on the other hand, interpret the Pasuk as - ורבנן
saying
עדות זו תהא מסורה לכם
The process of עדות החודש should be handled by the גדולי הדור of 
each generation, similar to Moshe Rabenu and Aharon HaKo-
hen in their generation.
==========

We proceed with the next Mishna:
אלו הן הפסולין
The following are examples of invalid witnesses:
המשחק בקוביא
One who engages in games of gambling -
ומלוי ברבית
Those who lend out money with interest -
ומפריחי יונים
Those who operate other types of sporting events for the 
purpose of gambling
וסוחרי שביעית
Those who do business with Shmita produce.
All of these are פסול מדרבנן; as Rashi explains;
ולפי שנחשדו כל אלו לעבור על דת מחמת ממון
חשדום להיות מעידים שקר ע"י ממון ושוחד
They all exhibit חמדת הממון, as they are involved in activities 
which indicate their willingness to engage in questionable 
practices for the sake of money. Therefore, the Chachamim 
were concerned that these types of people would easily accept 
bribes to testify before Beis Din, even if they did not actually 
see the new moon, as we will soon see on the next Amud.
The Mishna adds
;slaves; as Rashi explains – עבדים
פסולי דאורייתא הוא ק"ו מאשה
They are Pasul מדאורייתא to testify in any case.

The Mishna summarizes:
זה הכלל כל עדות שאין האשה כשירה לה
אף הן אינן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is not acceptable – such as 
capital offenses or money matters – so too, are the above-
mentioned people disqualified. However, the Gemara adds;
הא אשה כשירה לה
אף הן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is acceptable - such as to 
testify about a man whose fate is unknown, in order to permit 
his wife to marry, and testimony about an אשה סוטה who sinned 
after being warned, in order to forbid her to her husband - so too, 
the above-mentioned people would be qualified to testify in 
such cases as well. As the Gemara concludes;
זאת אומרת גזלן דדבריהם כשירין לעדות אשה
==========

We continue with the final Mishna of this Perek:
מי שראה את החדש ואינו יכול להלך
מוליכים אותו על החמור אפילו במטה
One who saw the moon, but is too weak or infirm to travel - we 
use all means at our disposal in order to transport him to the 
Beis Din in order to testify.

ואם צודה להם לוקחין בידן מקלות
If the roads are dangerous with thieves one should take sticks 
and other weapons.

ואם היתה דרך רחוקה לוקחין בידם מזונות
And if it is a long journey, provisions should be taken along

שעל מהלך לילה ויום מחללין את השבת ויוצאין לעדות החדש
For up to a night and day of travel, one should go up to Yerusha-
lyim even on Shabbos to testify about the new moon. As the 
Pasuk teaches;
אלה מועדי ה' אשר תקראו אותם במועדם
From which we learn;
– במועדם ואפילו בשבת
All efforts should be made to proclaim the new חודש at the 
proper time, and it supersedes even Shabbos.

ראש השנה דף כב
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However, if the trip is longer than that, the testimony will no 
longer be needed, because on the 31st day, with no witnesses 
coming forth, the Beis Din would anyway proclaim the new 
month, resulting in the previous month being a חודש מלא.

הדרן עלך ארבעה ראשי שנים
With this we ב“ה conclude the first Perek ארבעה ראשי שנים, and 
now בע“ה begin the second Perek of Mesechte Rosh HaShana, 
.אם אינן מכירין

The second Perek, begins by continuing the topic of עדות החודש, 
which we had begun discussing at the end of the last Perek.

Zugt the Mishna:

אם אינן מכירין אותו משלחין עמו אחר להעידו
If the witnesses are not known to Beis Din in Yerushalyim, the 
local Beis Din should send along others to vouch for these 
witnesses before the Beis Din in Yerushalayim. The Gemara 
explains that the local Beis Din must send at least another pair 
of witnesses to vouch for these witnesses, as one witness is not 
accepted to give testimony in Beis Din.

The Mishna continues and explains that
בראשונה היו מקבלין עדות החדש מכל אדם
Originally, Beis Din would accept testimony from anyone. 
However,
משקלקלו הבייתוסים
When the צדוקים ובייתוסים, who mocked the words of the חכמים, 
began trying to trick the Beis Din, to have them set the dates of 
the Yomim Tovim according to their own calculations
התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין
Beis Din instituted that they would only receive testimony 
about the new moon from people they knew and trusted.

The gemara had explained that a local Beis Din must send at 
least a pair of character witnesses for those testifying about the 
new moon, as one witness is not accepted as valid testimony.

The gemara clarifies that this is only regarding testimony. 
However
בא אחד בסוף העולם ואמר קדשו ב"ד את החדש נאמן
If even one person would come forth to tell people that the ב“ד 
was already מקדש the month on a certain date, he should be 
believed, because,
כל מילתא דעבידא לאגלויי לא משקרי בה אינשי
People do not lie regarding a matter which would eventually 
come to light, as in our case of ראש חודש.

The gemara relates how the בייתוסין tried to trick the חכמים:
פעם אחת בקשו בייתוסין להטעות את חכמים
שכרו שני בני אדם בד' מאות זוז
אחד משלנו ואחד משלהם
They hired two witnesses with bribes of 200 zuz each to go and 
give false testimony about seeing the new moon. However one 
of them was a loyal Jew, who purposely took on the job in order 
to inform the חכמים of the doings of the בייתוסין.

1

2

1

2

He came to Beis Din to inform them, and showed them the 200 
zuzim that he received. The Chachamim told him;
מאתים זוז נתונין לך במתנה
והשוכרך ימתח על העמוד
You can keep the money that you were given, and we will deal 
with those who hired you.
באותה שעה התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין 
After that incident the חכמים no longer accepted testimony 
about the new moon from anyone who Beis Din did not 
recognize as a faithful Jew, who followed the words of the 
.חכמים
==========

Zugt the Mishna
בראשונה היו משיאין משואות
Originally, Beis Din would use a process of torches which 
would be lit up at night, in order to inform those distant from 
.about the new month בני הגולה and to the ,ירושלים

משקלקלו הכותים התקינו שיהו שלוחין יוצאין
However, since the כותים would set up their own torches in order 
to mislead the Yidden, the חכמים instituted to rather have 
messengers sent out to the far away cities and to the diaspora to 
inform them about the new month.

When the Torch system was in place, the Mishna explains that 
one would wave a torch on one mountain
 עד שהוא רואה את חבירו שהוא עושה כן בראש ההר השני וכן בראש ההר
השלישי
Until he saw a torch similarly lit up on the next mountain, and 
so on
עד שהיה רואה כל הגולה לפניו כמדורת האש
Until the entire country and beyond into the diaspora, was lit up 
in an amazing display of torches, from one mountain to the next.

משנה:
אלו הן הפסולין

המשחק בקוביא
Engages in games of gambling

וסוחרי שביעית

ומפריחי יונים

ומלוי ברבית

Does business with שמיטה produce

Operate other sporting events
      for the purpose of gambling

Lends out money with interest

INVALID witnesses:

פסול מדרבנן

ולפי שנחשדו כל אלו לעבור על דת מחמת ממון
חשדום להיות מעידים שקר ע"י ממון ושוחד

עבדים
פסולי דאורייתא הוא

ק"ו מאשה

משנה:
אב ובנו

שראו את החדש
ילכו

לא שמצטרפין
זה עם זה

אלא שאם יפסל
אחד מהן

אב ובנואב ובנו
יצטרף השני

עם אחר
Relatives are
NOT valid
witnesses

רבי שמעון אומר
אב ובנו

וכל הקרובין

ויאמר ה'
אל משה ואל אהר�
באר� מצרי� לאמר

כשרין
לעדות החדש

החדש הזה לכ� החדש הזה לכ�

This עדות would be כשר
with the testimony of
,אהרן הכהן and משה רבינו

even though they
are brothers

עדות זו
תהא כשרה בכם

עדות זו
תהא מסורה לכם

should be handled עדות החודש
by the גדולי הדור

of each generation,
similar to משה רבינו

and אהרן הכהן



בס"ד
Intro

Today we will בע"ה learn דף כב of מסכת ר"ה, which will conclude 
the first Perek of ארבעה ראשי שנים, and begin the second Perek 
 which continues to discuss various laws related to ,אם אינן מכירין
 including receiving the witnesses, the actual ,קידוש החודש
process of קידוש החודש, and how the information of קידוש החודש 
was disseminated to all of Klal Yisrael living outside of 
Yerushalayim.

Some of the topics we will learn about today include:

The validity of a father and son testifying together for עדות 
החודש

Which people are considered invalid for the testimony of עדות 
?החודש

What we do in a situation of someone who is physically 
incapable of testifying? 

How to determine a valid witness for עדות החודש?

How the כותים tried to trick the חכמים regarding קידוש החודש.

How Beis Din would inform the public about קידוש החודש in the 
time of the Mishna.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:

עדות החודש
In the times of the Bais HaMikdash, the new month would be 
determined by the Sanhedrin, which sat in the Lischas HaGazis 
in the Bais HaMikdash.
When witnesses observed a new moon, they would travel to 
Yerushalayim to testify before Beis Din. After determining the 
accuracy of their testimony, the Beis Din would pronounce the 
beginning of the new month. 
Once the new month was proclaimed Beis Din at first used the 
system of torches – and later sent messengers to the rest of Eretz 
Yisrael and beyond, to spread the word, specifically in those 
months which contained Yomim Tovim or fast days that are 
dependent upon the date of the month.

סוחרי שביעית
The Torah prohibits working the land every seventh year - 
referred to as שמיטה - as described in the Torah in Parshas 
BeHar.
'ובשנה השביעית שבת שבתון יהיה לארץ שבת לה
שדך לא תזרע וכרמך לא תזמור

Produce that grows during the שמיטה year is holy בקדושת שביעית. 
The produce of שמיטה is also considered הפקר – ownerless, and 
anyone may come into any field and pick the produce from the 
field to eat it.
The produce may not be sold – this is a לאו הבא מכלל עשה - as the 
Posuk says;
– והיתה שבת הארץ לכם לאכלה
From which we learn
– לאכלה ולא לסחורה
Shmita produce is meant for eating only, and not for doing 
business with it.
If one sells Shemitah produce, the money acquires the 
Kedushah of Shevi'is, and must be used to purchase produce, 
which also acquires קדושת שביעית. Regardless of the number of 
transfers, only the original פירות שביעית, and the final item, retain 
 The money or produce of the interim transfers are .קדושת שביעית
 .יוצא לחולין

עדות אשה
The Torah states על פי שנים עדים יקום דבר, which teaches us that 
generally two male witnesses are required to testify about 
anything adjudicated in Beis Din. 

The two exceptions are testimony about the fate of a man who 
we suspect is no longer alive, in order to permit his wife to 
remarry, in which case even one woman may testify. The 
second case is that of a סוטה who was warned against secluding 
herself with another man. In such a case, the testimony of even 
one woman that the אשה סוטה sinned subsequent to the 
warnings given to her, is sufficient to forbid her from continu-
ing to live with her husband.

כותים
Kusim were Babylonians from the town of Kusa, who were 
brought to Eretz Yisrael by the King of Ashur. They converted 
to Judaism out of fear of attacks by lions, hence the name גרי 
 There was a Machlokes between the Chachamim as to .אריות
whether their conversion was proper or not. At one point, they 
were found to be worshiping idols on Har Grizim, and from that 
point were given the status of נכרים.

So let’s review…..

Zugt the Mishna:
אב ובנו שראו את החדש ילכו
A father and son, who together observed the new moon, should 
travel together to the Beis Din in Yerushalayim to testify.
לא שמצטרפין זה עם זה
אלא שאם יפסל אחד מהן
יצטרף השני עם אחר
Not that they would be accepted together as witnesses, since 
relatives are not valid witnesses, however, perhaps one of the 
two will be rendered invalid, and the second one could join with 
another person who came to testify, as the second witness.
ר"ש אומר אב ובנו וכל הקרובין כשרין לעדות החדש
Rebbe Shimon disagrees, and holds that specifically for עדות 
 relatives are permitted to testify together. The Gemara החודש
explains that he derives this from the Posuk in Parshas Bo 
regarding קידוש החודש which states:
ויאמר ה' אל משה ואל אהרן בארץ מצרים לאמר החדש הזה לכם
Meaning to say,
עדות זו תהא כשרה בכם 
This עדות would be kosher with the testimony of Moshe 
Rabeinu and Aharon HaKohen, even though they are brothers.
 The Chachamim, on the other hand, interpret the Pasuk as - ורבנן
saying
עדות זו תהא מסורה לכם
The process of עדות החודש should be handled by the גדולי הדור of 
each generation, similar to Moshe Rabenu and Aharon HaKo-
hen in their generation.
==========

We proceed with the next Mishna:
אלו הן הפסולין
The following are examples of invalid witnesses:
המשחק בקוביא
One who engages in games of gambling -
ומלוי ברבית
Those who lend out money with interest -
ומפריחי יונים
Those who operate other types of sporting events for the 
purpose of gambling
וסוחרי שביעית
Those who do business with Shmita produce.
All of these are פסול מדרבנן; as Rashi explains;
ולפי שנחשדו כל אלו לעבור על דת מחמת ממון
חשדום להיות מעידים שקר ע"י ממון ושוחד
They all exhibit חמדת הממון, as they are involved in activities 
which indicate their willingness to engage in questionable 
practices for the sake of money. Therefore, the Chachamim 
were concerned that these types of people would easily accept 
bribes to testify before Beis Din, even if they did not actually 
see the new moon, as we will soon see on the next Amud.
The Mishna adds
;slaves; as Rashi explains – עבדים
פסולי דאורייתא הוא ק"ו מאשה
They are Pasul מדאורייתא to testify in any case.

The Mishna summarizes:
זה הכלל כל עדות שאין האשה כשירה לה
אף הן אינן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is not acceptable – such as 
capital offenses or money matters – so too, are the above-
mentioned people disqualified. However, the Gemara adds;
הא אשה כשירה לה
אף הן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is acceptable - such as to 
testify about a man whose fate is unknown, in order to permit 
his wife to marry, and testimony about an אשה סוטה who sinned 
after being warned, in order to forbid her to her husband - so too, 
the above-mentioned people would be qualified to testify in 
such cases as well. As the Gemara concludes;
זאת אומרת גזלן דדבריהם כשירין לעדות אשה
==========

We continue with the final Mishna of this Perek:
מי שראה את החדש ואינו יכול להלך
מוליכים אותו על החמור אפילו במטה
One who saw the moon, but is too weak or infirm to travel - we 
use all means at our disposal in order to transport him to the 
Beis Din in order to testify.

ואם צודה להם לוקחין בידן מקלות
If the roads are dangerous with thieves one should take sticks 
and other weapons.

ואם היתה דרך רחוקה לוקחין בידם מזונות
And if it is a long journey, provisions should be taken along

שעל מהלך לילה ויום מחללין את השבת ויוצאין לעדות החדש
For up to a night and day of travel, one should go up to Yerusha-
lyim even on Shabbos to testify about the new moon. As the 
Pasuk teaches;
אלה מועדי ה' אשר תקראו אותם במועדם
From which we learn;
– במועדם ואפילו בשבת
All efforts should be made to proclaim the new חודש at the 
proper time, and it supersedes even Shabbos.
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ראש השנה דף כב

However, if the trip is longer than that, the testimony will no 
longer be needed, because on the 31st day, with no witnesses 
coming forth, the Beis Din would anyway proclaim the new 
month, resulting in the previous month being a חודש מלא.

הדרן עלך ארבעה ראשי שנים
With this we ב“ה conclude the first Perek ארבעה ראשי שנים, and 
now בע“ה begin the second Perek of Mesechte Rosh HaShana, 
.אם אינן מכירין

The second Perek, begins by continuing the topic of עדות החודש, 
which we had begun discussing at the end of the last Perek.

Zugt the Mishna:

אם אינן מכירין אותו משלחין עמו אחר להעידו
If the witnesses are not known to Beis Din in Yerushalyim, the 
local Beis Din should send along others to vouch for these 
witnesses before the Beis Din in Yerushalayim. The Gemara 
explains that the local Beis Din must send at least another pair 
of witnesses to vouch for these witnesses, as one witness is not 
accepted to give testimony in Beis Din.

The Mishna continues and explains that
בראשונה היו מקבלין עדות החדש מכל אדם
Originally, Beis Din would accept testimony from anyone. 
However,
משקלקלו הבייתוסים
When the צדוקים ובייתוסים, who mocked the words of the חכמים, 
began trying to trick the Beis Din, to have them set the dates of 
the Yomim Tovim according to their own calculations
התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין
Beis Din instituted that they would only receive testimony 
about the new moon from people they knew and trusted.

The gemara had explained that a local Beis Din must send at 
least a pair of character witnesses for those testifying about the 
new moon, as one witness is not accepted as valid testimony.

The gemara clarifies that this is only regarding testimony. 
However
בא אחד בסוף העולם ואמר קדשו ב"ד את החדש נאמן
If even one person would come forth to tell people that the ב“ד 
was already מקדש the month on a certain date, he should be 
believed, because,
כל מילתא דעבידא לאגלויי לא משקרי בה אינשי
People do not lie regarding a matter which would eventually 
come to light, as in our case of ראש חודש.

The gemara relates how the בייתוסין tried to trick the חכמים:
פעם אחת בקשו בייתוסין להטעות את חכמים
שכרו שני בני אדם בד' מאות זוז
אחד משלנו ואחד משלהם
They hired two witnesses with bribes of 200 zuz each to go and 
give false testimony about seeing the new moon. However one 
of them was a loyal Jew, who purposely took on the job in order 
to inform the חכמים of the doings of the בייתוסין.
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He came to Beis Din to inform them, and showed them the 200 
zuzim that he received. The Chachamim told him;
מאתים זוז נתונין לך במתנה
והשוכרך ימתח על העמוד
You can keep the money that you were given, and we will deal 
with those who hired you.
באותה שעה התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין 
After that incident the חכמים no longer accepted testimony 
about the new moon from anyone who Beis Din did not 
recognize as a faithful Jew, who followed the words of the 
.חכמים
==========

Zugt the Mishna
בראשונה היו משיאין משואות
Originally, Beis Din would use a process of torches which 
would be lit up at night, in order to inform those distant from 
.about the new month בני הגולה and to the ,ירושלים

משקלקלו הכותים התקינו שיהו שלוחין יוצאין
However, since the כותים would set up their own torches in order 
to mislead the Yidden, the חכמים instituted to rather have 
messengers sent out to the far away cities and to the diaspora to 
inform them about the new month.

When the Torch system was in place, the Mishna explains that 
one would wave a torch on one mountain
 עד שהוא רואה את חבירו שהוא עושה כן בראש ההר השני וכן בראש ההר
השלישי
Until he saw a torch similarly lit up on the next mountain, and 
so on
עד שהיה רואה כל הגולה לפניו כמדורת האש
Until the entire country and beyond into the diaspora, was lit up 
in an amazing display of torches, from one mountain to the next.

שעל מהלך לילה ויום
מחללין את השבת

ויוצאין לעדות החדש

אלה מועדי ה'
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are dangerous
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to PERMIT his wife
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זאת אומרת

גזלן דדבריהם
כשירין לעדות אשה



בס"ד
Intro

Today we will בע"ה learn דף כב of מסכת ר"ה, which will conclude 
the first Perek of ארבעה ראשי שנים, and begin the second Perek 
 which continues to discuss various laws related to ,אם אינן מכירין
 including receiving the witnesses, the actual ,קידוש החודש
process of קידוש החודש, and how the information of קידוש החודש 
was disseminated to all of Klal Yisrael living outside of 
Yerushalayim.

Some of the topics we will learn about today include:

The validity of a father and son testifying together for עדות 
החודש

Which people are considered invalid for the testimony of עדות 
?החודש

What we do in a situation of someone who is physically 
incapable of testifying? 

How to determine a valid witness for עדות החודש?

How the כותים tried to trick the חכמים regarding קידוש החודש.

How Beis Din would inform the public about קידוש החודש in the 
time of the Mishna.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:

עדות החודש
In the times of the Bais HaMikdash, the new month would be 
determined by the Sanhedrin, which sat in the Lischas HaGazis 
in the Bais HaMikdash.
When witnesses observed a new moon, they would travel to 
Yerushalayim to testify before Beis Din. After determining the 
accuracy of their testimony, the Beis Din would pronounce the 
beginning of the new month. 
Once the new month was proclaimed Beis Din at first used the 
system of torches – and later sent messengers to the rest of Eretz 
Yisrael and beyond, to spread the word, specifically in those 
months which contained Yomim Tovim or fast days that are 
dependent upon the date of the month.

סוחרי שביעית
The Torah prohibits working the land every seventh year - 
referred to as שמיטה - as described in the Torah in Parshas 
BeHar.
'ובשנה השביעית שבת שבתון יהיה לארץ שבת לה
שדך לא תזרע וכרמך לא תזמור

Produce that grows during the שמיטה year is holy בקדושת שביעית. 
The produce of שמיטה is also considered הפקר – ownerless, and 
anyone may come into any field and pick the produce from the 
field to eat it.
The produce may not be sold – this is a לאו הבא מכלל עשה - as the 
Posuk says;
– והיתה שבת הארץ לכם לאכלה
From which we learn
– לאכלה ולא לסחורה
Shmita produce is meant for eating only, and not for doing 
business with it.
If one sells Shemitah produce, the money acquires the 
Kedushah of Shevi'is, and must be used to purchase produce, 
which also acquires קדושת שביעית. Regardless of the number of 
transfers, only the original פירות שביעית, and the final item, retain 
 The money or produce of the interim transfers are .קדושת שביעית
 .יוצא לחולין

עדות אשה
The Torah states על פי שנים עדים יקום דבר, which teaches us that 
generally two male witnesses are required to testify about 
anything adjudicated in Beis Din. 

The two exceptions are testimony about the fate of a man who 
we suspect is no longer alive, in order to permit his wife to 
remarry, in which case even one woman may testify. The 
second case is that of a סוטה who was warned against secluding 
herself with another man. In such a case, the testimony of even 
one woman that the אשה סוטה sinned subsequent to the 
warnings given to her, is sufficient to forbid her from continu-
ing to live with her husband.

כותים
Kusim were Babylonians from the town of Kusa, who were 
brought to Eretz Yisrael by the King of Ashur. They converted 
to Judaism out of fear of attacks by lions, hence the name גרי 
 There was a Machlokes between the Chachamim as to .אריות
whether their conversion was proper or not. At one point, they 
were found to be worshiping idols on Har Grizim, and from that 
point were given the status of נכרים.

So let’s review…..

Zugt the Mishna:
אב ובנו שראו את החדש ילכו
A father and son, who together observed the new moon, should 
travel together to the Beis Din in Yerushalayim to testify.
לא שמצטרפין זה עם זה
אלא שאם יפסל אחד מהן
יצטרף השני עם אחר
Not that they would be accepted together as witnesses, since 
relatives are not valid witnesses, however, perhaps one of the 
two will be rendered invalid, and the second one could join with 
another person who came to testify, as the second witness.
ר"ש אומר אב ובנו וכל הקרובין כשרין לעדות החדש
Rebbe Shimon disagrees, and holds that specifically for עדות 
 relatives are permitted to testify together. The Gemara החודש
explains that he derives this from the Posuk in Parshas Bo 
regarding קידוש החודש which states:
ויאמר ה' אל משה ואל אהרן בארץ מצרים לאמר החדש הזה לכם
Meaning to say,
עדות זו תהא כשרה בכם 
This עדות would be kosher with the testimony of Moshe 
Rabeinu and Aharon HaKohen, even though they are brothers.
 The Chachamim, on the other hand, interpret the Pasuk as - ורבנן
saying
עדות זו תהא מסורה לכם
The process of עדות החודש should be handled by the גדולי הדור of 
each generation, similar to Moshe Rabenu and Aharon HaKo-
hen in their generation.
==========

We proceed with the next Mishna:
אלו הן הפסולין
The following are examples of invalid witnesses:
המשחק בקוביא
One who engages in games of gambling -
ומלוי ברבית
Those who lend out money with interest -
ומפריחי יונים
Those who operate other types of sporting events for the 
purpose of gambling
וסוחרי שביעית
Those who do business with Shmita produce.
All of these are פסול מדרבנן; as Rashi explains;
ולפי שנחשדו כל אלו לעבור על דת מחמת ממון
חשדום להיות מעידים שקר ע"י ממון ושוחד
They all exhibit חמדת הממון, as they are involved in activities 
which indicate their willingness to engage in questionable 
practices for the sake of money. Therefore, the Chachamim 
were concerned that these types of people would easily accept 
bribes to testify before Beis Din, even if they did not actually 
see the new moon, as we will soon see on the next Amud.
The Mishna adds
;slaves; as Rashi explains – עבדים
פסולי דאורייתא הוא ק"ו מאשה
They are Pasul מדאורייתא to testify in any case.

The Mishna summarizes:
זה הכלל כל עדות שאין האשה כשירה לה
אף הן אינן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is not acceptable – such as 
capital offenses or money matters – so too, are the above-
mentioned people disqualified. However, the Gemara adds;
הא אשה כשירה לה
אף הן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is acceptable - such as to 
testify about a man whose fate is unknown, in order to permit 
his wife to marry, and testimony about an אשה סוטה who sinned 
after being warned, in order to forbid her to her husband - so too, 
the above-mentioned people would be qualified to testify in 
such cases as well. As the Gemara concludes;
זאת אומרת גזלן דדבריהם כשירין לעדות אשה
==========

We continue with the final Mishna of this Perek:
מי שראה את החדש ואינו יכול להלך
מוליכים אותו על החמור אפילו במטה
One who saw the moon, but is too weak or infirm to travel - we 
use all means at our disposal in order to transport him to the 
Beis Din in order to testify.

ואם צודה להם לוקחין בידן מקלות
If the roads are dangerous with thieves one should take sticks 
and other weapons.

ואם היתה דרך רחוקה לוקחין בידם מזונות
And if it is a long journey, provisions should be taken along

שעל מהלך לילה ויום מחללין את השבת ויוצאין לעדות החדש
For up to a night and day of travel, one should go up to Yerusha-
lyim even on Shabbos to testify about the new moon. As the 
Pasuk teaches;
אלה מועדי ה' אשר תקראו אותם במועדם
From which we learn;
– במועדם ואפילו בשבת
All efforts should be made to proclaim the new חודש at the 
proper time, and it supersedes even Shabbos.

However, if the trip is longer than that, the testimony will no 
longer be needed, because on the 31st day, with no witnesses 
coming forth, the Beis Din would anyway proclaim the new 
month, resulting in the previous month being a חודש מלא.

הדרן עלך ארבעה ראשי שנים
With this we ב“ה conclude the first Perek ארבעה ראשי שנים, and 
now בע“ה begin the second Perek of Mesechte Rosh HaShana, 
.אם אינן מכירין

The second Perek, begins by continuing the topic of עדות החודש, 
which we had begun discussing at the end of the last Perek.

Zugt the Mishna:

אם אינן מכירין אותו משלחין עמו אחר להעידו
If the witnesses are not known to Beis Din in Yerushalyim, the 
local Beis Din should send along others to vouch for these 
witnesses before the Beis Din in Yerushalayim. The Gemara 
explains that the local Beis Din must send at least another pair 
of witnesses to vouch for these witnesses, as one witness is not 
accepted to give testimony in Beis Din.

The Mishna continues and explains that
בראשונה היו מקבלין עדות החדש מכל אדם
Originally, Beis Din would accept testimony from anyone. 
However,
משקלקלו הבייתוסים
When the צדוקים ובייתוסים, who mocked the words of the חכמים, 
began trying to trick the Beis Din, to have them set the dates of 
the Yomim Tovim according to their own calculations
התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין
Beis Din instituted that they would only receive testimony 
about the new moon from people they knew and trusted.
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The gemara had explained that a local Beis Din must send at 
least a pair of character witnesses for those testifying about the 
new moon, as one witness is not accepted as valid testimony.

The gemara clarifies that this is only regarding testimony. 
However
בא אחד בסוף העולם ואמר קדשו ב"ד את החדש נאמן
If even one person would come forth to tell people that the ב“ד 
was already מקדש the month on a certain date, he should be 
believed, because,
כל מילתא דעבידא לאגלויי לא משקרי בה אינשי
People do not lie regarding a matter which would eventually 
come to light, as in our case of ראש חודש.

The gemara relates how the בייתוסין tried to trick the חכמים:
פעם אחת בקשו בייתוסין להטעות את חכמים
שכרו שני בני אדם בד' מאות זוז
אחד משלנו ואחד משלהם
They hired two witnesses with bribes of 200 zuz each to go and 
give false testimony about seeing the new moon. However one 
of them was a loyal Jew, who purposely took on the job in order 
to inform the חכמים of the doings of the בייתוסין.

7 7

8 8

6 6 He came to Beis Din to inform them, and showed them the 200 
zuzim that he received. The Chachamim told him;
מאתים זוז נתונין לך במתנה
והשוכרך ימתח על העמוד
You can keep the money that you were given, and we will deal 
with those who hired you.
באותה שעה התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין 
After that incident the חכמים no longer accepted testimony 
about the new moon from anyone who Beis Din did not 
recognize as a faithful Jew, who followed the words of the 
.חכמים
==========

Zugt the Mishna
בראשונה היו משיאין משואות
Originally, Beis Din would use a process of torches which 
would be lit up at night, in order to inform those distant from 
.about the new month בני הגולה and to the ,ירושלים

משקלקלו הכותים התקינו שיהו שלוחין יוצאין
However, since the כותים would set up their own torches in order 
to mislead the Yidden, the חכמים instituted to rather have 
messengers sent out to the far away cities and to the diaspora to 
inform them about the new month.

When the Torch system was in place, the Mishna explains that 
one would wave a torch on one mountain
 עד שהוא רואה את חבירו שהוא עושה כן בראש ההר השני וכן בראש ההר
השלישי
Until he saw a torch similarly lit up on the next mountain, and 
so on
עד שהיה רואה כל הגולה לפניו כמדורת האש
Until the entire country and beyond into the diaspora, was lit up 
in an amazing display of torches, from one mountain to the next.

בראשונה
היו מקבלין

עדות החדש
מכל אדם

משקלקלו
הבייתוסים

צדוקים ובייתוסים
Who mocked the

words of the חכמים,
tried to trick בית די�,
to set the �טובי �ימי
according to their
own calculations

התקינו
שלא יהו מקבלין
אלא מן המכירין

אם אינן מכירין

אם אינן מכירין אותו
משלחין עמו אחר להעידו

משנה:

The local בית די� must send
at least another PAIR of witnesses

to vouch for these witnesses
One witness is NOT accepted

If the trip is longer than that,
the testimony will no longer be needed,

because on the 31st day,
would anyway proclaim בית די�

the new month

However…

Resulting in the previous month
being a חודש מלא

הדרן עלך ארבעה ראשי שנים



בס"ד
Intro

Today we will בע"ה learn דף כב of מסכת ר"ה, which will conclude 
the first Perek of ארבעה ראשי שנים, and begin the second Perek 
 which continues to discuss various laws related to ,אם אינן מכירין
 including receiving the witnesses, the actual ,קידוש החודש
process of קידוש החודש, and how the information of קידוש החודש 
was disseminated to all of Klal Yisrael living outside of 
Yerushalayim.

Some of the topics we will learn about today include:

The validity of a father and son testifying together for עדות 
החודש

Which people are considered invalid for the testimony of עדות 
?החודש

What we do in a situation of someone who is physically 
incapable of testifying? 

How to determine a valid witness for עדות החודש?

How the כותים tried to trick the חכמים regarding קידוש החודש.

How Beis Din would inform the public about קידוש החודש in the 
time of the Mishna.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:

עדות החודש
In the times of the Bais HaMikdash, the new month would be 
determined by the Sanhedrin, which sat in the Lischas HaGazis 
in the Bais HaMikdash.
When witnesses observed a new moon, they would travel to 
Yerushalayim to testify before Beis Din. After determining the 
accuracy of their testimony, the Beis Din would pronounce the 
beginning of the new month. 
Once the new month was proclaimed Beis Din at first used the 
system of torches – and later sent messengers to the rest of Eretz 
Yisrael and beyond, to spread the word, specifically in those 
months which contained Yomim Tovim or fast days that are 
dependent upon the date of the month.

סוחרי שביעית
The Torah prohibits working the land every seventh year - 
referred to as שמיטה - as described in the Torah in Parshas 
BeHar.
'ובשנה השביעית שבת שבתון יהיה לארץ שבת לה
שדך לא תזרע וכרמך לא תזמור

Produce that grows during the שמיטה year is holy בקדושת שביעית. 
The produce of שמיטה is also considered הפקר – ownerless, and 
anyone may come into any field and pick the produce from the 
field to eat it.
The produce may not be sold – this is a לאו הבא מכלל עשה - as the 
Posuk says;
– והיתה שבת הארץ לכם לאכלה
From which we learn
– לאכלה ולא לסחורה
Shmita produce is meant for eating only, and not for doing 
business with it.
If one sells Shemitah produce, the money acquires the 
Kedushah of Shevi'is, and must be used to purchase produce, 
which also acquires קדושת שביעית. Regardless of the number of 
transfers, only the original פירות שביעית, and the final item, retain 
 The money or produce of the interim transfers are .קדושת שביעית
 .יוצא לחולין

עדות אשה
The Torah states על פי שנים עדים יקום דבר, which teaches us that 
generally two male witnesses are required to testify about 
anything adjudicated in Beis Din. 

The two exceptions are testimony about the fate of a man who 
we suspect is no longer alive, in order to permit his wife to 
remarry, in which case even one woman may testify. The 
second case is that of a סוטה who was warned against secluding 
herself with another man. In such a case, the testimony of even 
one woman that the אשה סוטה sinned subsequent to the 
warnings given to her, is sufficient to forbid her from continu-
ing to live with her husband.

כותים
Kusim were Babylonians from the town of Kusa, who were 
brought to Eretz Yisrael by the King of Ashur. They converted 
to Judaism out of fear of attacks by lions, hence the name גרי 
 There was a Machlokes between the Chachamim as to .אריות
whether their conversion was proper or not. At one point, they 
were found to be worshiping idols on Har Grizim, and from that 
point were given the status of נכרים.

So let’s review…..

Zugt the Mishna:
אב ובנו שראו את החדש ילכו
A father and son, who together observed the new moon, should 
travel together to the Beis Din in Yerushalayim to testify.
לא שמצטרפין זה עם זה
אלא שאם יפסל אחד מהן
יצטרף השני עם אחר
Not that they would be accepted together as witnesses, since 
relatives are not valid witnesses, however, perhaps one of the 
two will be rendered invalid, and the second one could join with 
another person who came to testify, as the second witness.
ר"ש אומר אב ובנו וכל הקרובין כשרין לעדות החדש
Rebbe Shimon disagrees, and holds that specifically for עדות 
 relatives are permitted to testify together. The Gemara החודש
explains that he derives this from the Posuk in Parshas Bo 
regarding קידוש החודש which states:
ויאמר ה' אל משה ואל אהרן בארץ מצרים לאמר החדש הזה לכם
Meaning to say,
עדות זו תהא כשרה בכם 
This עדות would be kosher with the testimony of Moshe 
Rabeinu and Aharon HaKohen, even though they are brothers.
 The Chachamim, on the other hand, interpret the Pasuk as - ורבנן
saying
עדות זו תהא מסורה לכם
The process of עדות החודש should be handled by the גדולי הדור of 
each generation, similar to Moshe Rabenu and Aharon HaKo-
hen in their generation.
==========

We proceed with the next Mishna:
אלו הן הפסולין
The following are examples of invalid witnesses:
המשחק בקוביא
One who engages in games of gambling -
ומלוי ברבית
Those who lend out money with interest -
ומפריחי יונים
Those who operate other types of sporting events for the 
purpose of gambling
וסוחרי שביעית
Those who do business with Shmita produce.
All of these are פסול מדרבנן; as Rashi explains;
ולפי שנחשדו כל אלו לעבור על דת מחמת ממון
חשדום להיות מעידים שקר ע"י ממון ושוחד
They all exhibit חמדת הממון, as they are involved in activities 
which indicate their willingness to engage in questionable 
practices for the sake of money. Therefore, the Chachamim 
were concerned that these types of people would easily accept 
bribes to testify before Beis Din, even if they did not actually 
see the new moon, as we will soon see on the next Amud.
The Mishna adds
;slaves; as Rashi explains – עבדים
פסולי דאורייתא הוא ק"ו מאשה
They are Pasul מדאורייתא to testify in any case.

The Mishna summarizes:
זה הכלל כל עדות שאין האשה כשירה לה
אף הן אינן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is not acceptable – such as 
capital offenses or money matters – so too, are the above-
mentioned people disqualified. However, the Gemara adds;
הא אשה כשירה לה
אף הן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is acceptable - such as to 
testify about a man whose fate is unknown, in order to permit 
his wife to marry, and testimony about an אשה סוטה who sinned 
after being warned, in order to forbid her to her husband - so too, 
the above-mentioned people would be qualified to testify in 
such cases as well. As the Gemara concludes;
זאת אומרת גזלן דדבריהם כשירין לעדות אשה
==========

We continue with the final Mishna of this Perek:
מי שראה את החדש ואינו יכול להלך
מוליכים אותו על החמור אפילו במטה
One who saw the moon, but is too weak or infirm to travel - we 
use all means at our disposal in order to transport him to the 
Beis Din in order to testify.

ואם צודה להם לוקחין בידן מקלות
If the roads are dangerous with thieves one should take sticks 
and other weapons.

ואם היתה דרך רחוקה לוקחין בידם מזונות
And if it is a long journey, provisions should be taken along

שעל מהלך לילה ויום מחללין את השבת ויוצאין לעדות החדש
For up to a night and day of travel, one should go up to Yerusha-
lyim even on Shabbos to testify about the new moon. As the 
Pasuk teaches;
אלה מועדי ה' אשר תקראו אותם במועדם
From which we learn;
– במועדם ואפילו בשבת
All efforts should be made to proclaim the new חודש at the 
proper time, and it supersedes even Shabbos.

However, if the trip is longer than that, the testimony will no 
longer be needed, because on the 31st day, with no witnesses 
coming forth, the Beis Din would anyway proclaim the new 
month, resulting in the previous month being a חודש מלא.

הדרן עלך ארבעה ראשי שנים
With this we ב“ה conclude the first Perek ארבעה ראשי שנים, and 
now בע“ה begin the second Perek of Mesechte Rosh HaShana, 
.אם אינן מכירין

The second Perek, begins by continuing the topic of עדות החודש, 
which we had begun discussing at the end of the last Perek.

Zugt the Mishna:

אם אינן מכירין אותו משלחין עמו אחר להעידו
If the witnesses are not known to Beis Din in Yerushalyim, the 
local Beis Din should send along others to vouch for these 
witnesses before the Beis Din in Yerushalayim. The Gemara 
explains that the local Beis Din must send at least another pair 
of witnesses to vouch for these witnesses, as one witness is not 
accepted to give testimony in Beis Din.

The Mishna continues and explains that
בראשונה היו מקבלין עדות החדש מכל אדם
Originally, Beis Din would accept testimony from anyone. 
However,
משקלקלו הבייתוסים
When the צדוקים ובייתוסים, who mocked the words of the חכמים, 
began trying to trick the Beis Din, to have them set the dates of 
the Yomim Tovim according to their own calculations
התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין
Beis Din instituted that they would only receive testimony 
about the new moon from people they knew and trusted.

The gemara had explained that a local Beis Din must send at 
least a pair of character witnesses for those testifying about the 
new moon, as one witness is not accepted as valid testimony.

The gemara clarifies that this is only regarding testimony. 
However
בא אחד בסוף העולם ואמר קדשו ב"ד את החדש נאמן
If even one person would come forth to tell people that the ב“ד 
was already מקדש the month on a certain date, he should be 
believed, because,
כל מילתא דעבידא לאגלויי לא משקרי בה אינשי
People do not lie regarding a matter which would eventually 
come to light, as in our case of ראש חודש.

The gemara relates how the בייתוסין tried to trick the חכמים:
פעם אחת בקשו בייתוסין להטעות את חכמים
שכרו שני בני אדם בד' מאות זוז
אחד משלנו ואחד משלהם
They hired two witnesses with bribes of 200 zuz each to go and 
give false testimony about seeing the new moon. However one 
of them was a loyal Jew, who purposely took on the job in order 
to inform the חכמים of the doings of the בייתוסין.
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He came to Beis Din to inform them, and showed them the 200 
zuzim that he received. The Chachamim told him;
מאתים זוז נתונין לך במתנה
והשוכרך ימתח על העמוד
You can keep the money that you were given, and we will deal 
with those who hired you.
באותה שעה התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין 
After that incident the חכמים no longer accepted testimony 
about the new moon from anyone who Beis Din did not 
recognize as a faithful Jew, who followed the words of the 
.חכמים
==========

Zugt the Mishna
בראשונה היו משיאין משואות
Originally, Beis Din would use a process of torches which 
would be lit up at night, in order to inform those distant from 
.about the new month בני הגולה and to the ,ירושלים

משקלקלו הכותים התקינו שיהו שלוחין יוצאין
However, since the כותים would set up their own torches in order 
to mislead the Yidden, the חכמים instituted to rather have 
messengers sent out to the far away cities and to the diaspora to 
inform them about the new month.

When the Torch system was in place, the Mishna explains that 
one would wave a torch on one mountain
 עד שהוא רואה את חבירו שהוא עושה כן בראש ההר השני וכן בראש ההר
השלישי
Until he saw a torch similarly lit up on the next mountain, and 
so on
עד שהיה רואה כל הגולה לפניו כמדורת האש
Until the entire country and beyond into the diaspora, was lit up 
in an amazing display of torches, from one mountain to the next.

The gemara relates how the בייתוסין
tried to trick the חכמים:

פעם אחת בקשו בייתוסין להטעות את חכמים
שכרו שני בני אדם בד' מאות זוז

אחד משלנו ואחד משלהם

Who purposely took on the job,
to inform the חכמים of

the doings of the בייתוסין

The gemara clarifies that this
         is only regarding testimony

בא אחד בסוף העולם ואמר
קדשו ב"ד את החדש

נאמן

However…

כל מילתא דעבידא לאגלויי
לא משקרי בה אינשי

People do not lie regarding a matter
which would eventually come to light

THE גמרא HAD EXPLAINED
THAT A LOCAL בית דין MUST SEND
A PAIR OF CHARACTER WITNESSES

FOR THOSE TESTIFYING
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בס"ד
Intro

Today we will בע"ה learn דף כב of מסכת ר"ה, which will conclude 
the first Perek of ארבעה ראשי שנים, and begin the second Perek 
 which continues to discuss various laws related to ,אם אינן מכירין
 including receiving the witnesses, the actual ,קידוש החודש
process of קידוש החודש, and how the information of קידוש החודש 
was disseminated to all of Klal Yisrael living outside of 
Yerushalayim.

Some of the topics we will learn about today include:

The validity of a father and son testifying together for עדות 
החודש

Which people are considered invalid for the testimony of עדות 
?החודש

What we do in a situation of someone who is physically 
incapable of testifying? 

How to determine a valid witness for עדות החודש?

How the כותים tried to trick the חכמים regarding קידוש החודש.

How Beis Din would inform the public about קידוש החודש in the 
time of the Mishna.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:

עדות החודש
In the times of the Bais HaMikdash, the new month would be 
determined by the Sanhedrin, which sat in the Lischas HaGazis 
in the Bais HaMikdash.
When witnesses observed a new moon, they would travel to 
Yerushalayim to testify before Beis Din. After determining the 
accuracy of their testimony, the Beis Din would pronounce the 
beginning of the new month. 
Once the new month was proclaimed Beis Din at first used the 
system of torches – and later sent messengers to the rest of Eretz 
Yisrael and beyond, to spread the word, specifically in those 
months which contained Yomim Tovim or fast days that are 
dependent upon the date of the month.

סוחרי שביעית
The Torah prohibits working the land every seventh year - 
referred to as שמיטה - as described in the Torah in Parshas 
BeHar.
'ובשנה השביעית שבת שבתון יהיה לארץ שבת לה
שדך לא תזרע וכרמך לא תזמור

Produce that grows during the שמיטה year is holy בקדושת שביעית. 
The produce of שמיטה is also considered הפקר – ownerless, and 
anyone may come into any field and pick the produce from the 
field to eat it.
The produce may not be sold – this is a לאו הבא מכלל עשה - as the 
Posuk says;
– והיתה שבת הארץ לכם לאכלה
From which we learn
– לאכלה ולא לסחורה
Shmita produce is meant for eating only, and not for doing 
business with it.
If one sells Shemitah produce, the money acquires the 
Kedushah of Shevi'is, and must be used to purchase produce, 
which also acquires קדושת שביעית. Regardless of the number of 
transfers, only the original פירות שביעית, and the final item, retain 
 The money or produce of the interim transfers are .קדושת שביעית
 .יוצא לחולין

עדות אשה
The Torah states על פי שנים עדים יקום דבר, which teaches us that 
generally two male witnesses are required to testify about 
anything adjudicated in Beis Din. 

The two exceptions are testimony about the fate of a man who 
we suspect is no longer alive, in order to permit his wife to 
remarry, in which case even one woman may testify. The 
second case is that of a סוטה who was warned against secluding 
herself with another man. In such a case, the testimony of even 
one woman that the אשה סוטה sinned subsequent to the 
warnings given to her, is sufficient to forbid her from continu-
ing to live with her husband.

כותים
Kusim were Babylonians from the town of Kusa, who were 
brought to Eretz Yisrael by the King of Ashur. They converted 
to Judaism out of fear of attacks by lions, hence the name גרי 
 There was a Machlokes between the Chachamim as to .אריות
whether their conversion was proper or not. At one point, they 
were found to be worshiping idols on Har Grizim, and from that 
point were given the status of נכרים.

So let’s review…..

Zugt the Mishna:
אב ובנו שראו את החדש ילכו
A father and son, who together observed the new moon, should 
travel together to the Beis Din in Yerushalayim to testify.
לא שמצטרפין זה עם זה
אלא שאם יפסל אחד מהן
יצטרף השני עם אחר
Not that they would be accepted together as witnesses, since 
relatives are not valid witnesses, however, perhaps one of the 
two will be rendered invalid, and the second one could join with 
another person who came to testify, as the second witness.
ר"ש אומר אב ובנו וכל הקרובין כשרין לעדות החדש
Rebbe Shimon disagrees, and holds that specifically for עדות 
 relatives are permitted to testify together. The Gemara החודש
explains that he derives this from the Posuk in Parshas Bo 
regarding קידוש החודש which states:
ויאמר ה' אל משה ואל אהרן בארץ מצרים לאמר החדש הזה לכם
Meaning to say,
עדות זו תהא כשרה בכם 
This עדות would be kosher with the testimony of Moshe 
Rabeinu and Aharon HaKohen, even though they are brothers.
 The Chachamim, on the other hand, interpret the Pasuk as - ורבנן
saying
עדות זו תהא מסורה לכם
The process of עדות החודש should be handled by the גדולי הדור of 
each generation, similar to Moshe Rabenu and Aharon HaKo-
hen in their generation.
==========

We proceed with the next Mishna:
אלו הן הפסולין
The following are examples of invalid witnesses:
המשחק בקוביא
One who engages in games of gambling -
ומלוי ברבית
Those who lend out money with interest -
ומפריחי יונים
Those who operate other types of sporting events for the 
purpose of gambling
וסוחרי שביעית
Those who do business with Shmita produce.
All of these are פסול מדרבנן; as Rashi explains;
ולפי שנחשדו כל אלו לעבור על דת מחמת ממון
חשדום להיות מעידים שקר ע"י ממון ושוחד
They all exhibit חמדת הממון, as they are involved in activities 
which indicate their willingness to engage in questionable 
practices for the sake of money. Therefore, the Chachamim 
were concerned that these types of people would easily accept 
bribes to testify before Beis Din, even if they did not actually 
see the new moon, as we will soon see on the next Amud.
The Mishna adds
;slaves; as Rashi explains – עבדים
פסולי דאורייתא הוא ק"ו מאשה
They are Pasul מדאורייתא to testify in any case.

The Mishna summarizes:
זה הכלל כל עדות שאין האשה כשירה לה
אף הן אינן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is not acceptable – such as 
capital offenses or money matters – so too, are the above-
mentioned people disqualified. However, the Gemara adds;
הא אשה כשירה לה
אף הן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is acceptable - such as to 
testify about a man whose fate is unknown, in order to permit 
his wife to marry, and testimony about an אשה סוטה who sinned 
after being warned, in order to forbid her to her husband - so too, 
the above-mentioned people would be qualified to testify in 
such cases as well. As the Gemara concludes;
זאת אומרת גזלן דדבריהם כשירין לעדות אשה
==========

We continue with the final Mishna of this Perek:
מי שראה את החדש ואינו יכול להלך
מוליכים אותו על החמור אפילו במטה
One who saw the moon, but is too weak or infirm to travel - we 
use all means at our disposal in order to transport him to the 
Beis Din in order to testify.

ואם צודה להם לוקחין בידן מקלות
If the roads are dangerous with thieves one should take sticks 
and other weapons.

ואם היתה דרך רחוקה לוקחין בידם מזונות
And if it is a long journey, provisions should be taken along

שעל מהלך לילה ויום מחללין את השבת ויוצאין לעדות החדש
For up to a night and day of travel, one should go up to Yerusha-
lyim even on Shabbos to testify about the new moon. As the 
Pasuk teaches;
אלה מועדי ה' אשר תקראו אותם במועדם
From which we learn;
– במועדם ואפילו בשבת
All efforts should be made to proclaim the new חודש at the 
proper time, and it supersedes even Shabbos.

However, if the trip is longer than that, the testimony will no 
longer be needed, because on the 31st day, with no witnesses 
coming forth, the Beis Din would anyway proclaim the new 
month, resulting in the previous month being a חודש מלא.

הדרן עלך ארבעה ראשי שנים
With this we ב“ה conclude the first Perek ארבעה ראשי שנים, and 
now בע“ה begin the second Perek of Mesechte Rosh HaShana, 
.אם אינן מכירין

The second Perek, begins by continuing the topic of עדות החודש, 
which we had begun discussing at the end of the last Perek.

Zugt the Mishna:

אם אינן מכירין אותו משלחין עמו אחר להעידו
If the witnesses are not known to Beis Din in Yerushalyim, the 
local Beis Din should send along others to vouch for these 
witnesses before the Beis Din in Yerushalayim. The Gemara 
explains that the local Beis Din must send at least another pair 
of witnesses to vouch for these witnesses, as one witness is not 
accepted to give testimony in Beis Din.

The Mishna continues and explains that
בראשונה היו מקבלין עדות החדש מכל אדם
Originally, Beis Din would accept testimony from anyone. 
However,
משקלקלו הבייתוסים
When the צדוקים ובייתוסים, who mocked the words of the חכמים, 
began trying to trick the Beis Din, to have them set the dates of 
the Yomim Tovim according to their own calculations
התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין
Beis Din instituted that they would only receive testimony 
about the new moon from people they knew and trusted.

The gemara had explained that a local Beis Din must send at 
least a pair of character witnesses for those testifying about the 
new moon, as one witness is not accepted as valid testimony.

The gemara clarifies that this is only regarding testimony. 
However
בא אחד בסוף העולם ואמר קדשו ב"ד את החדש נאמן
If even one person would come forth to tell people that the ב“ד 
was already מקדש the month on a certain date, he should be 
believed, because,
כל מילתא דעבידא לאגלויי לא משקרי בה אינשי
People do not lie regarding a matter which would eventually 
come to light, as in our case of ראש חודש.

The gemara relates how the בייתוסין tried to trick the חכמים:
פעם אחת בקשו בייתוסין להטעות את חכמים
שכרו שני בני אדם בד' מאות זוז
אחד משלנו ואחד משלהם
They hired two witnesses with bribes of 200 zuz each to go and 
give false testimony about seeing the new moon. However one 
of them was a loyal Jew, who purposely took on the job in order 
to inform the חכמים of the doings of the בייתוסין.

12 12He came to Beis Din to inform them, and showed them the 200 
zuzim that he received. The Chachamim told him;
מאתים זוז נתונין לך במתנה
והשוכרך ימתח על העמוד
You can keep the money that you were given, and we will deal 
with those who hired you.
באותה שעה התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין 
After that incident the חכמים no longer accepted testimony 
about the new moon from anyone who Beis Din did not 
recognize as a faithful Jew, who followed the words of the 
.חכמים
==========

Zugt the Mishna
בראשונה היו משיאין משואות
Originally, Beis Din would use a process of torches which 
would be lit up at night, in order to inform those distant from 
.about the new month בני הגולה and to the ,ירושלים

משקלקלו הכותים התקינו שיהו שלוחין יוצאין
However, since the כותים would set up their own torches in order 
to mislead the Yidden, the חכמים instituted to rather have 
messengers sent out to the far away cities and to the diaspora to 
inform them about the new month.
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When the Torch system was in place, the Mishna explains that 
one would wave a torch on one mountain
 עד שהוא רואה את חבירו שהוא עושה כן בראש ההר השני וכן בראש ההר
השלישי
Until he saw a torch similarly lit up on the next mountain, and 
so on
עד שהיה רואה כל הגולה לפניו כמדורת האש
Until the entire country and beyond into the diaspora, was lit up 
in an amazing display of torches, from one mountain to the next.

משקלקלו הכותים
התקינו שיהו שלוחין יוצאין

The �כותי would set up their torches
to MISLEAD the Yidden

The חכמים instituted to have messengers
sent to the far away cities and the diaspora

to inform them about the new month

משנה:

בראשונה היו
משיאין משואות

Torches would be lit at night,
to inform those distant from �ירושלי,

about the new month

He came to בית די�,
and showed them the

that he received זוז 200

THE חכמים TOLD HIM;
מאתים זוז נתונין לך במתנה

והשוכרך ימתח על העמוד
We will deal with those

who hired you
באותה שעה התקינו

שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין



בס"ד
Intro

Today we will בע"ה learn דף כב of מסכת ר"ה, which will conclude 
the first Perek of ארבעה ראשי שנים, and begin the second Perek 
 which continues to discuss various laws related to ,אם אינן מכירין
 including receiving the witnesses, the actual ,קידוש החודש
process of קידוש החודש, and how the information of קידוש החודש 
was disseminated to all of Klal Yisrael living outside of 
Yerushalayim.

Some of the topics we will learn about today include:

The validity of a father and son testifying together for עדות 
החודש

Which people are considered invalid for the testimony of עדות 
?החודש

What we do in a situation of someone who is physically 
incapable of testifying? 

How to determine a valid witness for עדות החודש?

How the כותים tried to trick the חכמים regarding קידוש החודש.

How Beis Din would inform the public about קידוש החודש in the 
time of the Mishna.

Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about 
include:

עדות החודש
In the times of the Bais HaMikdash, the new month would be 
determined by the Sanhedrin, which sat in the Lischas HaGazis 
in the Bais HaMikdash.
When witnesses observed a new moon, they would travel to 
Yerushalayim to testify before Beis Din. After determining the 
accuracy of their testimony, the Beis Din would pronounce the 
beginning of the new month. 
Once the new month was proclaimed Beis Din at first used the 
system of torches – and later sent messengers to the rest of Eretz 
Yisrael and beyond, to spread the word, specifically in those 
months which contained Yomim Tovim or fast days that are 
dependent upon the date of the month.

סוחרי שביעית
The Torah prohibits working the land every seventh year - 
referred to as שמיטה - as described in the Torah in Parshas 
BeHar.
'ובשנה השביעית שבת שבתון יהיה לארץ שבת לה
שדך לא תזרע וכרמך לא תזמור

Produce that grows during the שמיטה year is holy בקדושת שביעית. 
The produce of שמיטה is also considered הפקר – ownerless, and 
anyone may come into any field and pick the produce from the 
field to eat it.
The produce may not be sold – this is a לאו הבא מכלל עשה - as the 
Posuk says;
– והיתה שבת הארץ לכם לאכלה
From which we learn
– לאכלה ולא לסחורה
Shmita produce is meant for eating only, and not for doing 
business with it.
If one sells Shemitah produce, the money acquires the 
Kedushah of Shevi'is, and must be used to purchase produce, 
which also acquires קדושת שביעית. Regardless of the number of 
transfers, only the original פירות שביעית, and the final item, retain 
 The money or produce of the interim transfers are .קדושת שביעית
 .יוצא לחולין

עדות אשה
The Torah states על פי שנים עדים יקום דבר, which teaches us that 
generally two male witnesses are required to testify about 
anything adjudicated in Beis Din. 

The two exceptions are testimony about the fate of a man who 
we suspect is no longer alive, in order to permit his wife to 
remarry, in which case even one woman may testify. The 
second case is that of a סוטה who was warned against secluding 
herself with another man. In such a case, the testimony of even 
one woman that the אשה סוטה sinned subsequent to the 
warnings given to her, is sufficient to forbid her from continu-
ing to live with her husband.

כותים
Kusim were Babylonians from the town of Kusa, who were 
brought to Eretz Yisrael by the King of Ashur. They converted 
to Judaism out of fear of attacks by lions, hence the name גרי 
 There was a Machlokes between the Chachamim as to .אריות
whether their conversion was proper or not. At one point, they 
were found to be worshiping idols on Har Grizim, and from that 
point were given the status of נכרים.

So let’s review…..

Zugt the Mishna:
אב ובנו שראו את החדש ילכו
A father and son, who together observed the new moon, should 
travel together to the Beis Din in Yerushalayim to testify.
לא שמצטרפין זה עם זה
אלא שאם יפסל אחד מהן
יצטרף השני עם אחר
Not that they would be accepted together as witnesses, since 
relatives are not valid witnesses, however, perhaps one of the 
two will be rendered invalid, and the second one could join with 
another person who came to testify, as the second witness.
ר"ש אומר אב ובנו וכל הקרובין כשרין לעדות החדש
Rebbe Shimon disagrees, and holds that specifically for עדות 
 relatives are permitted to testify together. The Gemara החודש
explains that he derives this from the Posuk in Parshas Bo 
regarding קידוש החודש which states:
ויאמר ה' אל משה ואל אהרן בארץ מצרים לאמר החדש הזה לכם
Meaning to say,
עדות זו תהא כשרה בכם 
This עדות would be kosher with the testimony of Moshe 
Rabeinu and Aharon HaKohen, even though they are brothers.
 The Chachamim, on the other hand, interpret the Pasuk as - ורבנן
saying
עדות זו תהא מסורה לכם
The process of עדות החודש should be handled by the גדולי הדור of 
each generation, similar to Moshe Rabenu and Aharon HaKo-
hen in their generation.
==========

We proceed with the next Mishna:
אלו הן הפסולין
The following are examples of invalid witnesses:
המשחק בקוביא
One who engages in games of gambling -
ומלוי ברבית
Those who lend out money with interest -
ומפריחי יונים
Those who operate other types of sporting events for the 
purpose of gambling
וסוחרי שביעית
Those who do business with Shmita produce.
All of these are פסול מדרבנן; as Rashi explains;
ולפי שנחשדו כל אלו לעבור על דת מחמת ממון
חשדום להיות מעידים שקר ע"י ממון ושוחד
They all exhibit חמדת הממון, as they are involved in activities 
which indicate their willingness to engage in questionable 
practices for the sake of money. Therefore, the Chachamim 
were concerned that these types of people would easily accept 
bribes to testify before Beis Din, even if they did not actually 
see the new moon, as we will soon see on the next Amud.
The Mishna adds
;slaves; as Rashi explains – עבדים
פסולי דאורייתא הוא ק"ו מאשה
They are Pasul מדאורייתא to testify in any case.

The Mishna summarizes:
זה הכלל כל עדות שאין האשה כשירה לה
אף הן אינן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is not acceptable – such as 
capital offenses or money matters – so too, are the above-
mentioned people disqualified. However, the Gemara adds;
הא אשה כשירה לה
אף הן כשירין לה
In cases where a woman’s testimony is acceptable - such as to 
testify about a man whose fate is unknown, in order to permit 
his wife to marry, and testimony about an אשה סוטה who sinned 
after being warned, in order to forbid her to her husband - so too, 
the above-mentioned people would be qualified to testify in 
such cases as well. As the Gemara concludes;
זאת אומרת גזלן דדבריהם כשירין לעדות אשה
==========

We continue with the final Mishna of this Perek:
מי שראה את החדש ואינו יכול להלך
מוליכים אותו על החמור אפילו במטה
One who saw the moon, but is too weak or infirm to travel - we 
use all means at our disposal in order to transport him to the 
Beis Din in order to testify.

ואם צודה להם לוקחין בידן מקלות
If the roads are dangerous with thieves one should take sticks 
and other weapons.

ואם היתה דרך רחוקה לוקחין בידם מזונות
And if it is a long journey, provisions should be taken along

שעל מהלך לילה ויום מחללין את השבת ויוצאין לעדות החדש
For up to a night and day of travel, one should go up to Yerusha-
lyim even on Shabbos to testify about the new moon. As the 
Pasuk teaches;
אלה מועדי ה' אשר תקראו אותם במועדם
From which we learn;
– במועדם ואפילו בשבת
All efforts should be made to proclaim the new חודש at the 
proper time, and it supersedes even Shabbos.

However, if the trip is longer than that, the testimony will no 
longer be needed, because on the 31st day, with no witnesses 
coming forth, the Beis Din would anyway proclaim the new 
month, resulting in the previous month being a חודש מלא.

הדרן עלך ארבעה ראשי שנים
With this we ב“ה conclude the first Perek ארבעה ראשי שנים, and 
now בע“ה begin the second Perek of Mesechte Rosh HaShana, 
.אם אינן מכירין

The second Perek, begins by continuing the topic of עדות החודש, 
which we had begun discussing at the end of the last Perek.

Zugt the Mishna:

אם אינן מכירין אותו משלחין עמו אחר להעידו
If the witnesses are not known to Beis Din in Yerushalyim, the 
local Beis Din should send along others to vouch for these 
witnesses before the Beis Din in Yerushalayim. The Gemara 
explains that the local Beis Din must send at least another pair 
of witnesses to vouch for these witnesses, as one witness is not 
accepted to give testimony in Beis Din.

The Mishna continues and explains that
בראשונה היו מקבלין עדות החדש מכל אדם
Originally, Beis Din would accept testimony from anyone. 
However,
משקלקלו הבייתוסים
When the צדוקים ובייתוסים, who mocked the words of the חכמים, 
began trying to trick the Beis Din, to have them set the dates of 
the Yomim Tovim according to their own calculations
התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין
Beis Din instituted that they would only receive testimony 
about the new moon from people they knew and trusted.

The gemara had explained that a local Beis Din must send at 
least a pair of character witnesses for those testifying about the 
new moon, as one witness is not accepted as valid testimony.

The gemara clarifies that this is only regarding testimony. 
However
בא אחד בסוף העולם ואמר קדשו ב"ד את החדש נאמן
If even one person would come forth to tell people that the ב“ד 
was already מקדש the month on a certain date, he should be 
believed, because,
כל מילתא דעבידא לאגלויי לא משקרי בה אינשי
People do not lie regarding a matter which would eventually 
come to light, as in our case of ראש חודש.

The gemara relates how the בייתוסין tried to trick the חכמים:
פעם אחת בקשו בייתוסין להטעות את חכמים
שכרו שני בני אדם בד' מאות זוז
אחד משלנו ואחד משלהם
They hired two witnesses with bribes of 200 zuz each to go and 
give false testimony about seeing the new moon. However one 
of them was a loyal Jew, who purposely took on the job in order 
to inform the חכמים of the doings of the בייתוסין.

15 15He came to Beis Din to inform them, and showed them the 200 
zuzim that he received. The Chachamim told him;
מאתים זוז נתונין לך במתנה
והשוכרך ימתח על העמוד
You can keep the money that you were given, and we will deal 
with those who hired you.
באותה שעה התקינו שלא יהו מקבלין אלא מן המכירין 
After that incident the חכמים no longer accepted testimony 
about the new moon from anyone who Beis Din did not 
recognize as a faithful Jew, who followed the words of the 
.חכמים
==========

Zugt the Mishna
בראשונה היו משיאין משואות
Originally, Beis Din would use a process of torches which 
would be lit up at night, in order to inform those distant from 
.about the new month בני הגולה and to the ,ירושלים

משקלקלו הכותים התקינו שיהו שלוחין יוצאין
However, since the כותים would set up their own torches in order 
to mislead the Yidden, the חכמים instituted to rather have 
messengers sent out to the far away cities and to the diaspora to 
inform them about the new month.
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ראש השנה דף כב

When the Torch system was in place, the Mishna explains that 
one would wave a torch on one mountain
 עד שהוא רואה את חבירו שהוא עושה כן בראש ההר השני וכן בראש ההר
השלישי
Until he saw a torch similarly lit up on the next mountain, and 
so on
עד שהיה רואה כל הגולה לפניו כמדורת האש
Until the entire country and beyond into the diaspora, was lit up 
in an amazing display of torches, from one mountain to the next.

When the Torch system was in place,
one would wave a torch

on one mountain
עד שהוא

רואה את חבירו
שהוא עושה כן

בראש ההר השני
וכן בראש

ההר השלישי

עד שהיה רואה כל הגולה לפניו
כמדורת האש


