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7’02
Intro

Today we will 7"pa learn 25 97 of 7”7 noon, which will conclude
the first Perek of 01w 'wx3 717X, and begin the second Perek
Po1 1PR DR, which continues to discuss various laws related to
wni wiTp, including receiving the witnesses, the actual
process of NN WiTP, and how the information of wmnn WITP
was disseminated to all of Klal Yisrael living outside of

Y erushalayim.

Some of the topics we will learn about today include:

The validity of a father and son testifying together for m7y
2utiaty}

Which people are considered invalid for the testimony of mTy
wIN?

What we do in a situation of someone who is physically
incapable of testifying?

How to determine a valid witness for wTnn mTY?

How the o'mp tried to trick the o'»on regarding wnnn wvITp.

How Beis Din would inform the public about wTinn w1p in the
time of the Mishna.
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Some of the key topics and concepts that we will learn about
include:

WNNT MY

In the times of the Bais HaMikdash, the new month would be
determined by the Sanhedrin, which sat in the Lischas HaGazis
in the Bais HaMikdash.

When witnesses observed a new moon, they would travel to

Y erushalayim to testify before Beis Din. After determining the
accuracy of their testimony, the Beis Din would pronounce the
beginning of the new month.

Once the new month was proclaimed Beis Din at first used the
system of torches - and later sent messengers to the rest of Eretz
Yisrael and beyond, to spread the word, specifically in those
months which contained Yomim Tovim or fast days that are
dependent upon the date of the month.

YW Mo

The Torah prohibits working the land every seventh year -
referred to as nv»HW - as described in the Torah in Parshas
BeHar.

15 N2W YIRS 77 PNAW Naw Y awn mway

MIN RS I VRN RS TV

Produce that grows during the nv'nw year is holy n°yaw nwiTpa.
The produce of no'pw is also considered 79517 - ownerless, and
anyone may come into any field and pick the produce from the
field to eat it.

The produce may not be sold - this is a Twy 5531 837785 - as the
Posuk says;

19oR5 02 PRI MW N -

From which we learn

7MoY R 1DIND -

Shmita produce is meant for eating only, and not for doing
business with it.

If one sells Shemitah produce, the money acquires the
Kedushah of Shevi'is, and must be used to purchase produce,
which also acquires nmy’aw nwyTp. Regardless of the number of
transfers, only the original m°»’aw m o, and the final item, retain
2w nwiTp. The money or produce of the interim transfers are
5m5 K3,
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TOR MY

The Torah states 727 01 ©'7Y 3w *0 Sv, which teaches us that
generally two male witnesses are required to testify about
anything adjudicated in Beis Din.

The two exceptions are testimony about the fate of a man who
we suspect is no longer alive, in order to permit his wife to
remarry, in which case even one woman may testify. The
second case is that of a 7v1o who was warned against secluding
herself with another man. In such a case, the testimony of even
one woman that the 7010 DN sinned subsequent to the
warnings given to her, is sufficient to forbid her from continu-
ing to live with her husband.

omd

Kusim were Babylonians from the town of Kusa, who were
brought to Eretz Yisrael by the King of Ashur. They converted
to Judaism out of fear of attacks by lions, hence the name "
mx. There was a Machlokes between the Chachamim as to
whether their conversion was proper or not. At one point, they
were found to be worshiping idols on Har Grizim, and from that
point were given the status of ©2..

DafHachaim.org
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So let's review.....

Zugt the Mishna:

1YY WINN NR IRV 1) IR

A father and son, who together observed the new moon, should
travel together to the Beis Din in Y erushalayim to testify.

OV M POIOIBY RS

772 TR Y09 DRW ROR

IR DY IV G0N

Not that they would be accepted together as witnesses, since
relatives are not valid witnesses, however, perhaps one of the
two will be rendered invalid, and the second one could join with
another person who came to testify, as the second witness.
WINN MTYY PIWI PAIPA 5 132 AR IR 0

Rebbe Shimon disagrees, and holds that specifically for m7y
wTinn relatives are permitted to testify together. The Gemara
explains that he derives this from the Posuk in Parshas Bo
regarding wn WiTp which states:

D5 M WTAA RS TIRN PIRI TR ORI 0N SR 70K

Meaning to say,

DI 7IWI RN W INTY

This M7y would be kosher with the testimony of Moshe
Rabeinu and Aharon HaKohen, even though they are brothers.
1327 - The Chachamim, on the other hand, interpret the Pasuk as
saying

D5 IMOP RAN T Y

The process of wTinn M7y should be handled by the 1177 5172 of
each generation, similar to Moshe Rabenu and Aharon HaKo-
hen in their generation.

We proceed with the next Mishna:

Po1097 17 DR

The following are examples of invalid witnesses:

NP1 prwni

One who engages in games of gambling -

w727

Those who lend out money with interest -

DIy mI9om

Those who operate other types of sporting events for the
purpose of gambling

YW Mmool

Those who do business with Shmita produce.

All of these are 133771 9109; as Rashi explains;

P ML 0T 5Y 15 1R D3 1ITenIw o

TV PPN Y PV DTV b orTon

They all exhibit mnn N0, as they are involved in activities
which indicate their willingness to engage in questionable
practices for the sake of money. Therefore, the Chachamim
were concerned that these types of people would easily accept
bribes to testify before Beis Din, even if they did not actually
see the new moon, as we will soon see on the next Amud.
The Mishna adds

D72V - slaves; as Rashi explains;

TORND VP R RDPNRT iloh)

They are Pasul Xxn»7x75 to testify in any case.
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The Mishna summarizes:

15 1YW TR PRY MTY 93 5500 m

D PYWI PR TR

In cases where a woman'’s testimony is not acceptable - such as
capital offenses or money matters - so too, are the above-
mentioned people disqualified. However, the Gemara adds;

15 YW TR R

15 PPWI 7 IR

In cases where a woman’s testimony is acceptable - such as to
testify about a man whose fate is unknown, in order to permit
his wife to marry, and testimony about an 710 WK who sinned
after being warned, in order to forbid her to her husband - so too,
the above-mentioned people would be qualified to testify in
such cases as well. As the Gemara concludes;

TOR MTYY PYWI DPI2TT 120 NVIR NRT

We continue with the final Mishna of this Perek:

7515 919 PRI WA DR IR D

oM 0K NI HY IMR O

One who saw the moon, but is too weak or infirm to travel - we
use all means at our disposal in order to transport him to the
Beis Din in order to testify.

MOPR 17 PRRD DR NI DR
If the roads are dangerous with thieves one should take sticks
and other weapons.

MBI 072 PRI PN 737 AP0 DR)
And if it is a long journey, provisions should be taken along

W MTYH PR N2WR DR YOI oM 1> Han Hyw

Forup to a night and day of travel, one should go up to Yerusha-
lyim even on Shabbos to testify about the new moon. As the
Pasuk teaches;

DIVINADMRIRIPN WK 77TV R

From which we learn;

w2 > ORI DTN -

All efforts should be made to proclaim the new wmin at the
proper time, and it supersedes even Shabbos.

DafHachaim.org
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However, if the trip is longer than that, the testimony will no
longer be needed, because on the 31st day, with no witnesses
coming forth, the Beis Din would anyway proclaim the new
month, resulting in the previous month being a X5» wn.

DIV "WRI AYIIR oY 11T

With this we n“a conclude the first Perek 071w *wx1 7v278, and
now 1“y1 begin the second Perek of Mesechte Rosh HaShana,
PYID PR DN,

The second Perek, begins by continuing the topic of wmna M7,
which we had begun discussing at the end of the last Perek.

Zugt the Mishna:

1TVAY IR IY PASWN IR P PR DR

If the witnesses are not known to Beis Din in Yerushalyim, the
local Beis Din should send along others to vouch for these
witnesses before the Beis Din in Yerushalayim. The Gemara
explains that the local Beis Din must send at least another pair
of witnesses to vouch for these witnesses, as one witness is not
accepted to give testimony in Beis Din.

The Mishna continues and explains that

DTR Y21 WINA MTY P9I P AWK

Originally, Beis Din would accept testimony from anyone.
However,

melisiininRPIrbiritle)

When the o021 7173, who mocked the words of the o'nonm,
began trying to trick the Beis Din, to have them set the dates of
the Yomim Tovim according to their own calculations

P 1 ROR PHIRM 17 ROW RN

Beis Din instituted that they would only receive testimony
about the new moon from people they knew and trusted.

DafHachaim.org
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The gemara had explained that a local Beis Din must send at
least a pair of character witnesses for those testifying about the
new moon, as one witness is not accepted as valid testimony.

The gemara clarifies that this is only regarding testimony.
However

ORI WIAA IR 772 W7 IR OV 103 TR R

If even one person would come forth to tell people that the 7“2
was already w7p» the month on a certain date, he should be
believed, because,

PWPR N2 IPWH R 7DIRD RT2VT RNYD 5

People do not lie regarding a matter which would eventually
come to light, as in our case of WM WK,

The gemara relates how the poin»a tried to trick the omom:
D31 IR MYLIY POINY2 WP AR DY

T IIRD T2 DR 11230 100

DIYWH TARI ISWD TR

They hired two witnesses with bribes of 200 zuz each to go and
give false testimony about seeing the new moon. However one
of them was a loyal Jew, who purposely took on the job in order
to inform the o151 of the doings of the poin»a.

DafHachaim.org

THE RID) HAD EXPLAINED
THAT A LOCAL 7 I’1 MUST SEND
A PAIR OF CHARACTER WITNESSES

FOR THOSE TESTIFYING

The gemar c/@’%@y that thiy
W on%/ re?a//m?/ faﬁmon?/

However. . .

WA AN T WD
118

MHIRD RTAVT RO 5o
MBIN 13 IPWH XD
Peo/bl@ Ay not lie re?ar/m?/ @ maltter
which would euem‘ come ty W

The w relates how the oLy
%m trick the ppiop:

D'5M DR MPRRD 1POINND WP NNN BYD
I IND T3 DTN 139 3 Yo
B RN hES NN

Who /aa///zowfy/ took on the /‘oé,
o w%arm/ the pop of

the /am%/ oyé the pops

Rosh Hashana 22-7



"
Yecheskel

2557 M WY

Dedicated By:

He came to Beis Din to inform them, and showed them the 200
zuzim that he received. The Chachamim told him;

I3 92 PINI T DORD

TV 5P AN IV

Y ou can keep the money that you were given, and we will deal
with those who hired you.

PRI P ROR PHIAPD I ROW PPN YW AR

After that incident the o151 no longer accepted testimony
about the new moon from anyone who Beis Din did not
recognize as a faithful Jew, who followed the words of the
oM.

Zugt the Mishna

MRIWD PRWD P ANURI

Originally, Beis Din would use a process of torches which
would be lit up at night, in order to inform those distant from
5w, and to the 75w 12 about the new month,

PRIY P W YRR MmN DRoRwn

However, since the o’m> would set up their own torches in order
to mislead the Yidden, the o5n instituted to rather have
messengers sent out to the far away cities and to the diaspora to
inform them about the new month.

DafHachaim.org
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When the Torch system was in place, the Mishna explains that
one would wave a torch on one mountain
977 WRI 1917307 300 WRID 12 7Y RI7W 179°20 DR AR RV 7Y

golblun]

Until he saw a torch similarly lit up on the next mountain, and

SO on

ORI NI 1195 75N 23 IR PR TV
Until the entire country and beyond into the diaspora, was lit up
in an amazing display of torches, from one mountain to the next.
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